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1 ADVERTISEMENT. E 


'T O ſhew at once of how great Uſe and real 
Benefit the Reprinting of this incompara- 
ble little Tract (which has lain already but too 
long out of Print) may be to all thoſe who 
deſire to be 8 inſtructed in the true | L 
Nature and Importance of the Hory Evu- 

E CHARIST, there need only be added, the Cha- 

racter given of it by two very learned and 

judicious Writers of our own Church, namely, 

Dr. Hickes, and Dr. Waterland; the latter of 

_ Whom, in his Chriſtian Sacrifice explained 

FF of Dr. BREvINT our Author, ſays, | 

He was well read in the Euchariſtick Sacri- 14 

SE: 3 fice: No Man underſtood it better; | 

and he explained the practical Uſes of that + 
Doctrine, in ſo clear, Id liueh, and ſo qe. 4 
+ 6 ing a Way, that one can ſcarce meet with as 
©& any thing on the Subject rhar can be juſtly } © 
I 2 thought to exceed it. So that I could heartily. ; 
join my Wiſhes with a late learned Writer, — 
. Dr. Hic EES] that that excellent little Book, 
3 00 * entitled, The Chriſtian Sacrament and da. 
* © rh ce, might be reprinted for the Honour | 
God and the Benefit of the Church f.“ 
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"4 Page 31. + Dr. Hickes's Chriſtian Prieſt- Prin 
hcod. Vol. J. Prefat. Diſc. p-. 39, 40. gu 
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The LADY 
ELIZABETH. CARTERET. 
Madam, 


8 . is ape da, a many, „Nenn F 
” - which" I*made at Paris on fe- 4 


of a, tavo Incomparable Princeſſes, 
who, there for many years during my 2; 
Bani ſmeni, employ d me in their Ser- 
vice. What uſe they were la . ö 
'make of them 1 Ladyſhip knows beſt, + 
'being often arte wit ſome of 6 * 
Perſons of Quality, to their private 
| Devotions: Therefore when J preſent 
yo with theſe Papers, I but repeat 
and ratify their Gift, and by this pub- 
tick Addreſs pay that Reſpect which I 
owe (befides what is due upon 'ather 
xr to that fingular Efteem unt 
A 3 K ny | 


vera Subjefts, at the Tuſtance : ; 


The pile, 


X K induc which they ever had for your 
|. Ladyſhip. 

F Thoſe great and holy Souls bud no 
| Defire more earneſt than to contem- 
| plate and embrace Chriftian Religion 
ix its original Beauty, and ſee it freed 


from the Encumbrances, which ordi- 
nary Controver fies moſt commonly throw | 
[they did 
wunderſland all theſe Jebe ic Points 
as well or better than their Teachers, 


wpon it. And really tho 


(efpecially the Princeſs of - Turenne, 
bee clear aud quick 3 — 
and neat and unartificial Eleguencs 
if. wonderful) yet they cared 15 4ttle for : for 
bi tem, that they deplered very often 
+ Yhe unhappy Neceſſity that had filled tbe 
Church with ſuch Weapons ; and had fo 


. anch about (to u here their Ex- 


n) Jeruſalem, aorth Baſtions, that 
emu hardy ſee the Temple. 

I can aſſure you, Madam, that uſ- 
on this Account the boly Communion, 
Web! is as tle for id Life in the Pa- 
radiſe 


— DS of SS SES HLD8UN 


RY IS JE 


id and Quick: 
| have much time ro dreſs and improve | 
many Anabaptifts, 


- | neſs of the Ground brought forth that 


been the worſt dealt with. For as it d 


this way to ſecure it, ſa it cvuld nut he 
{ well expected that Men thus taken up 
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radiſe of God, the moſt generous Plat 
in his Vineyard of the Church, hath 


moſt defpitefully treated by Tapery, the 1 
Proteſtants did fpend moſt of their Carr 


in raiſing Fences, in planting Thorns 


gainſt wild Boars, could 


Ms, and from other 
parts Socintans, who pretend that the * 
beſt way of pruning luxuriant Excreſs 
Centres is to cut up all by the Roots 

Here then, Madam, while the Nu. 
manifts having made Havork of. fh 
Vineyard, and laid it waſte; the Fats. 


Poi ſonous wild Vine of the Roman Maſs 
and others left nothing but dead ſapleſs 
Branches and dry Leaves, the empty Fi. 
gures of fanatick Heretichs; I make it 
my Endeavour to reſcue it out of- the 

e A 4 Hand. 


viii 


Hande ſuch Huſbandmen, and to re- 
ore all back again both to the full 
Meaning and Inſtitution of Chriſt; who | 


7s the Planter as well as the Maſter of 


3 'the Vineyard, and to the Practice of the | 
Holy Flarbers, who for ſeveral hun- 


1 reds of Years dreſſed it, and made it 


bear excellent Fruit. 5 o Here I take 
uo more notice of either Papiſts or Sec- 


taries, no nor Proteſtants. __ than 
appeared 


as if the former: had never 
in the World to trouble and ſpoil: the 
Church: of God, nor the latter 1 afert 
and redreſs it. 

The boly $ actament. being Hh ſet 
at Liberty, and enlarged to its full Ex- 
tent, will appear preſently attended 
with all its Duties and Bleſſings, a8 


rhe Ladder of Jacob did, with aſcend-. 
This may 


ing and go Angels. 
be ſoon perceived, by any one who 


d but: take the Trouble to read this 
Baok; ſo he do it with ſome Attention, 
and ds ns in Parcels ; ; a. Caution 
hic h 


The Epiſtle. 


1 which I defire may be adverted to. ; 
% pleaſe, "when they are curſori- 
be ftudied or they cannot be well 


more is here required at our hands be- 


Ades bare Underſtanding. Therefore I 
fers 10, the advancing the Mind in 


1 Knowledge, . Meditation and Prayer, 
$ the two. uſual Attendants on Devotion; 


1 while ue ſeem to be abſent. from bim: 
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Chronicles or eloquent ' Diſcourſes may 


ly run over.. But Myſteries muſt. 1 
underſtood; and God knows how much 


have added to the Diſcourſe that re- 


which. being joined together, are the” | 
only probable Means of dealing u- 
ceſsfully with holy Things, and of at- 
taining by the uſe," to the: true end o 
this Sacrament, . which. aims at nothing 
leſs than a mutual Communion-betwweer 
us and Chriſt; even. here on Earth, , 


and withal at ſuch a reciprocal Corre- 


Hondency between God and his Chur cl,, 


as may both 


n gur Hearts towards. 


kem in holy Dat es and Per for mances, q 


and. 
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Thi «Epiſtle 


| A and | open his Hand and Bowels towards 


iu, Madam, that for the con-I C1 
| 1 Sewing of all this, 1 need but appeal 


As in all neceſſary Mercies. 
to jour own Experience. And tis part- 


* to put your Name before this Book: 
becauſe it having been firſt written for 
| #hepeculiar uſe of two Perſons, whom 
Ged had ſanctißed in all reſpects much 
25 the rate of theſe Times ; it ſeems 
to claim a 7 ecial Title to their Acceps 
tation Readigg: who intimately 
 bnew the Worth of of thoſe Princeſſes, 
| and walk after their — at ſo near 
4  aiftance as 2 Ladyſhip doth, to 
_ whom Jam, | 


| N Mapa, 23 4160 
= d humble and 
| Durham, faithful Servant, 


ty on this account, that without fo} 
much as asking leave, T have made 


Dan. Brevint, 
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THE 


CHRISTIAN SACRAMENT 4 


AND 


SACKIFLC E: : 
| By way of 
Diſcou rſe, Meditation, and Prager 
Upon the 
Nature, Parts, and Bleſſings 
Of the 


HOLY COMMUNION. ; 
. * 5 45 ; 18 


The Importance of well undrfanding i I 
| OY * Sacrament, - 623 * a | 


"HE Sactament inltituted 
Chriſt, at the Eve of hisPafit- 

JI on, which St. Pan! calls tho 43 
Lord" Supper, is without Controverſy one 
of the greateſt Myſteries of Godlineſs, and 
Gio moſt ſolemn Feſtival of the Chriſtian 


1. 


A6 Reli- + 


* 


2 T7 be Chriſtian Sacrament 


Religion. The holy Table, or Altar, 
& which preſents the ſacred Banquet, may, 
„as wy" as the old Tabernacle, take to 
IS / itſelf the Title of * Meeting: ſince there 
the People muſt appear to worſhip God, 
and there certainly is preſent to meet 
and to bleſs his People. At the Place, 


is ing with God, the Chriſtian Commu- 
nicants are in a ſpecial manner invited | 


Praiſes, and whatſoever they can give: and | 
God on the other fide offers to us the 
Body and Blood of his Son, and all thoſe 
1 8 Bleſſings withall, that will aſſuredly 
EE -follow this ſacred Gift. For this muſt be | 


b 1 . granted, that the -holy Peer is not 
172 2 that Oper 18 


ts come to for r- burpoſe than tc 


ould have — — Me 1 to do hut to 


ctent Failover was, whereof it hath 

faken the Place, a great Myſtery conſiſting 
both of Sacrament and Sacrifice, that is, of 
he Religious Service, Which the People 

3 P 17718" * * time and meeting. 
271 owe 


and during the whole Act of this Meet- | 


to offer up to God their Souls, their 
Bodies, their Goods, their Vows, their 


N j * receive, nor a Sacrifice only, where he 
F== ut It is, as the great Solemnity af 
an 


Elr 


eir 
nd 
he 
le 
ly 
be 
Ot 
15 
Co) 
ne 
to 
of 
th 


* 80 
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c 


| io 5 and of. the. full Salvation, 


concerns every Chriſtian not to err in a 
Happineſ and his Duty : and that ties the 


I with God. It was upon this account that 
the Devil, who bore ever an equal Hatred 
both to what is holy to God, and to all 
that is conducible to the Salvation of Man, 
hath from the very Beginning been buſy 
with this Sacrament ; and hath ever fince 


ſuffered about the Body of Moſes, Fude 9. „ 


thers diſtinguiſh it, being of two: | (forts, to 
wit, the Natural, which Is in Heaven, and 
7 the Sacramental, which is bleſſed. and gi- 


- * . * 
* 


2d Sacrifice, 8 3 


which God is S pleaſed to promiſe his Peo- 2 


ple. 
2. It may by this appear, how far it 


Point that makes the Centre both of his 


very Knot, which in a manner joins Man 


given the Church more trouble about the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt, than ever the Angel 


For the Bod 


ven at the holy Table; ; the pnmitve. 
A/ereticks whom the Spirit of Antichriſt 
ſet up, and animated againſt the Church, 
ſpent all their Stren ngth an and their Venen 
at the very time, and in the face of the A- 
poſtles, i in order to deſtroy the firſt, which 
is the Human Nature of Chriſt, and to 
reduce | 


Wn The Chriſtian Sacrament 
reduce it to a Phantaſm: and God knows 
whether the ſecond, that is the Sacramen- 
tal, receives at this day any better Enter - 
tainment from two contrary Parties, who! 
make it either a falſe God, or an empty Ce- 
remony. Of all theſe oppoſite Enemies, 
the firſt, who aſſaulted his Fleſh, could in 
this Impiety be but poor vain Undertakers, | 
this glorious Body being highly exalted a- 
bove their reach: but the ſecond are on 
this account more dangerous, becauſe the 
bleſſed Communion, which makes up 
this other Body, may daily fall into the 
Hands of either an idolatrous or a profane 
-Abuſer. Therefore it very much con- 
cerns them, whoſoever have either any 
Piety towards God, or any Care of their 
own Souls, to manage their Devotions 
with fuch Precaution and Judgment, that! 
this venerable Sacrament may de kept ſafe 
from the Attempts either of Superſtition 
or eee, 
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and Sacrifice. ve 3 


way. Section II. 
who! oncerning the Sacrament, as it is a Memo- 
Ce. rial . the Serie and Death of Chriſt. 


d in $1 PHE bleſſed Communion was chief. 
ers, ly inftituted by the Son of God, 
d a · For a Sacrament in the Church: But when 
e ont is received by the Chriſtian People, if 
the his receiving of theirs be right, it - muſt 
up ſheeds be attended with the addition of fuch 
the ſpther Performances, as will make it alſo a 
fane Pacriſice. As it is a Sacrament, this great 
con-Myſtery ſhews three Faces, lookin = 
any ectly towards three Times, and o 

o all worthy Receivers three Sorts of i a 
sFomparable Bleſſings that of Rep that of R yonting 
She true Efficacy Suite Saf u 4 
Fhich are paſt, —— it is a Memor? 
at Of ex/i11011:ng the urit Fruits of 
: ufferings 1 in real and Preſent Graces, = 2 
Frits a moral Conveyance and Cami 
ion and that of aſſuring Men of all ot 


— - —— — 


| Braces and Glories, 76 come, whereof it is *. 
m ta! ble Pledge. . 


, As this Sacrament looks back ; it is 
In authentick Memorial, which our Savi- 
2 25 83 Our 


I theſe Sufferings of his were both ſo dread! 


6 The Chriſtian Sacrament 
our hath left in his Church, of what Hl 
was pleaſed to ſuffer for Her, For tho 


ful and holy, as to make the Heaven: 
mourn, the Earth quake, and all Men 
tremble : yet becauſe great Objects, how 
terrible and magnificent ſoever they be, 
whilſt they laſt, are not leſs than the ſmal - 15 
leſt things apt to be forgotten, when they, 
are gone: and ſo, there was ſmall likeli 
hood, that the Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
which was not ſeen upon the Croſs, abovek; 
the ſpace of ſome few hours, could be well 
preſerved in the Memory of Men through- 
out all Ages; therefore our Saviour was 
leaſed at his laſt Supper to ordain thi 
——— a holy Memorial, Repreſen 
tation, and Image, of what He was about 
to ſuffer for that ſhort time to ſave his 
dear Church for ever. So that when 
Chriſtian Poſterity, which had not ' ſeen 
the Crucifixion of their Saviour, like the 
young Iſraelites, that had not ſeen the 
killing of the firſt Paſſover, ſhould” come 


: 


to aſk after the Signification of thoſe things, 
this Bread, this Wine, the breaking of the 
one, the pouring out of the other, and 
the Participation of both; this ſacred Myſ- 


tery f 


and Sacrifice. © 7 


7 Nery might expoſe to faithful Beholders 
ad 2 preſent and conſtant Qbiegt, both the 


; p 12 
wen! Le and the Sacry ice of this crucifi- 
Saviour, giving up his Ze, ſhedding + 


ioo, and ponring out his very Soul 
or the Expiation of 2 TIE 

Therefore, as in the Feafts of the 
Paſſover, the late Jews could ſay, This 7s 
Me Lamb, theſe ure the Herbs, and this is 
be Bread of Afliction, which our Fathers 
id cat in Egypt'; becauſe their latter Feaſts 
id fo effectually repreſent the former, that 
"Fe People who did partake of thoſe, had 
ugh- round enough both to a& and to ſpeak 
if they had been preſent at this: So at 
ur holy Communion which ſucceeds the 
Pafloyer, and is undoubtedly no leſs a 
leſſed and powerful Sacrament to ſet be- 
ore our Eyes Chriſt our Paſſover who is 
acrificed for us, 1 Cor. v. 7. our Saviour, 
ays St. Auſtin, doubted not to ſay, This 1s 
ry Body, when he gave to his Diſciples the 
Figure of his Body. Becauſe eſpecially, be- 
ides the Commemoration, this Sacrament 
Nuly given, and faithfully received, makes 
theſfhe thing which it repreſents as really pre- 
and ſent for our uſe, and as really powerful in 

Ay1- order to our Salvation, as f ths * — 

| 2 
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18 The Chriſtian Sacrament 
ſelf were newly done or in doing, Zating 


this Bread d drinking of of this Cup you ſet | 


forth the Death of the Lord, 1 Cor. xi. 26. 


4. For certainly (not to miſtake the 


meaning of Chriſt, nor to mjure the Myſ- 


| tery) whenſoever with the Primitive 
1 Church we call it a Memorial or a Figure, 


great care muſt be taken leſt we confound 
theſe venerable Re reſentations, which 
God himſelf hath ſet up in his Church, 
and for his Church, with thoſe empty 
Figures and Marks which either ſome old 
Tradition, or ſome private Fancy may 
by chance have put in our way. Men of 
ordinary Underſtanding do not regard 
with the ſame Eye the Arms and Images 
of . which blick Authority hath 
which a a publick eminent Placez and 


a Painter to pleaſe his Fancy hath 


brd in a private Room, Without all 
doubt a wiſe Traveller would be much 
more moved at the ſight of the Salt Pillar, 
(if it did ſtand yet where it did) which 
God had ſet up purpoſely where Lot's 
Wife look'd towards Sodom, than at ſome 
Prints of her Feet (if they were to be ſeen 
yet) when ſhe turned ſome other _ 2 
And if we credit the — that 

Var. which 


\ 


* * 4 
* 


ond Sacrifice. * 9 


which che firſt Chriſtian Emperor is re- 


ported once to have ſeen in the Air (which 


A undoubtedly the Hand of God, or an An- 


gel had made appear with ſome Defign) 
could not but cauſe a greater Reſpect, than 


that ordinary Sign of the Croſs, which 
Chriſtians have uſed on common occafi- 


ons. And what no body can deny, that all 


Sorts of Sigus and Monuments become 


more or leſs. venerable — 
greater or lefler Worth of the 


which they are made to repreſent. It Tk 


been hard for Abraham, or for any devout 
Patriarch, not to feel ſome Motions of Re- 
verence and holy Fear, when they did 
chance fo pal again by Mamre, or by Mo- 
rijab, or ſuch other remarkable Places, 
where God had appeared to them: and 
who doubts but the very Sight of Bethle. 
hem, of the Mount of Olives, of Calvary, 
&c. which Chriſt honoured with his Preſence 
when he was born, when he ſuffered, and 
when he went up to Heaven, did heat the 
primitive Chriſtians with confiderable 
lames of Zeal, beſides that uſual Faith 
and Know!eage which they had got by their 
reading? But when theſe Signs and Mo- 
namens beſides their — uſe, s 


the Bread of Li 2 was broken ; © 


Ti Blood was ſhed. * 


10 The Chriftian Sacrament 
withal as it were on their Face the glorious 
Character of their Inſtitution from above, 


and with this Inſtitution the moſt expreſs 
Deſign that God hath thereby to revive ina 


manner and to expoſe, as full to all our 
Senſes, his Paſſion and Sufferings, as if 
they had ſtill their true Being, (as they have 
ſtill the ſame Virtue, ) a diſcreet and pious 
Beholder muſt needs look on theſe Ordi- 
nances with theſe three degrees of Devotion. 
8. The firſt is, when he conſiders thoſe 
t and dreadful Paſſages which this 
Sacrament ſets before him. I do obſerve 
on this Altar ſomewhat very Hke the Sacri- 
as and Paſſion of my Saviour. Fe or thus 


La. Ae n thus his noſe a 

by eral Order 

Upon the Abner,” er 

God his Mater diärbutes this Bread 

and this Wine, T conceive that thus verily 

God himſelf hath both given once his Son 

to die, and gives till the Vittue of his 

Death to bless and to ſave every” Soul that 
| comes unfeignedly to him. 

6. The ſecond is an Act of Adoration 
and Reverence, when he looks upon that 
q N Hand, that hath conſecrated for the 
| uſe 


» 


| ; * | : T7 n 2.,0Q 


ule 


and Sacriſice. 11 
uſe of the Church, the Memorial of theſe 
great things. I cannot without ſome de- 
gree of Devotion, look on any Object, 


that in any wiſe puts me in mind of the 


Sufferings of my Saviour; and if I did per- 
ceive but any Cloud, ſomewhat like them, . 
although it were but caſual, I would not. 
neglect the Accident that had cauſed that 
Reſemblance. But ſince the good Hand 
of my God hath purpoſely contrived it 


thus, to ſet before me what I ſee; and 
fince by his ſpecial Appointment theſe 


Repreſentatives are brought in hither for 
this Church, and among all the reſt for 


me; I muſt mind what J1/ael! did, when. 


the Cloud filled the Tabernacle. . I will. 
not fail to worſhip God, as ſoon as I per- 
ceive theſe Sacraments and. Go/pel-Clouds. 


| appearing in the Sanctuary. Here I wor- 


p neither Sacrament nor Tabernacle, but 


I will obſerve the manner that Moſes; Da- 


vid, and all ae] have taught me to receive 
r Elements with, after the Inſtitution 
of God hath once raiſed them to the Eſ- 


tate of great Myſteries. Neither the 


Ark nor any Clouds were eyer adored in. 


 Jfrael, though ſome brutiſh Heathens. : 


etimes thought ſo: but ſure it is, the 
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Ark was conſidered quite otherwiſe than 
an ordinary Cheft, and the Cloud than a 


Vaponr, as ſoon as God had hallowed 
them both, to be the Signs of his Preſence. 
Therefore as the former People did never 
ſee the Temple or the Cloud, but that 


prefently at that Sight they uſed to throw 
themſelves on their Faces; I will never be- 


hold theſe better and ſurer Sacraments of 


the glorious Mercies of God, but as ſoonas 


Tſee them uſed in the Church to that holy 


1 ſe that Chriſt hath conſecrated them 
to, I wilt not fail both to remember my 


Saviour, who conſecrated thefe Sacraments, 
and to worfhip- alſo my Saviour who 
theſe Sacraments do repreſent. And God 


farbid, that when I am able, 1 fhouid not 


receive them as my Saviour himfelf was 


8 . to receive his own Baptiſm, with 


votion and Prayer. Luke in. 21, | 
7. The third, which is the Crown and 


the: completing of the two other, is fuch 
' a, vigorous and intenſe Act of Faith, as 


may c ond to the great End, which 
our Saviour aimed at, when he inftf. 


tion of Chrift, was not Rere to propoſe a 


bare Image of his Paſſion, once ſuffered in 
8 5 5 order 
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order to a bare Remembrance: but over 
and aboye to enrich this Memorial wi 

uch an effectual anc real Preſence of con- 


L ti * "and Strength, 
May ork evident} ly fot forth Chriſt bimſof 


crucified before our ks Gal. iii. 1. and in- 
vite us to his Sacrifice, not as done and 
gone many Tears ſince, but, as to expia- 
ting Grace and Mercy, fil laſting, ſtit 


new, ſtill the ſame that it was, when it Y 


was firſt offered for us. 
8. All thoſe Sacrifices under the Law, 
which had both their Uſeand their Strength = 
_— ſome to a Year, . Month, 
ome to a Day, were not leſs powerful at 
the laſt, —4 they were at the firſt Mo- 
ment of their proper Duration: and they 
who lived or died within the twelfth 
Month of the Year, after the Fat of Pro- 
pitiatiuns, had as much Benefit from that 
anniverſary Sacrifice, as they, who were 


upon the Place and at the very Day, when 


the High Prieſt did offer it. Upon the 

like, Bot ee 5 Reaſon, the 2 

crifice. o ng a ppointee Þ | 

God the Father for a 70 

ſhauld” continue throughout all 2 * 

the World's end: and withal being ever- 
laſtin 8 
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laſting by the Privilege of its own Order, 
which is an unchangeable Prieſthood,” Heb. | 


v1. 24. and by his Worth, who offered it, 


l 4 that is the Bleſſed Son of God, and by .J 


the Power of the Spirit, by whom it 


was offered, which is the Eternal Spirit, 
Heb. ix. 14. all kinds of Eternity thus con- 
curring together to the Sacrifice upon the 
Croſs, it muſt in all reſpects ſtand ever- 
laſting and eternal, and he ſame yeſterday, 


to-day, and for ever, Heb. xii. 8. 
9. Therefore this Sacrifice being ſuch, 


the holy Communion is ordained: of : 
Chriſt to ſet it out to us as ſuch, that i is, 
as effectual now at his holy Table, as it 


was then at the very Croſs: and by the 


ſame Proporti 


ceivers (beſides Remembrance and Wor- 
ſhip) muſt needs be this; firſt to elevate 


ther Faith, and ftretch their very Souls 
up to the Mount, with the bleſſed Virgin, 


who ſtood neareſt the Sacrifice; or at the 


leaſt with the Diſciples, who look*d on it at 
+ ſome diſtance: 

Victim, to Feſus the Ev 
| rbe Everlaſting Covenant, 


= of ſprinkling that ſpeaks yet, and craves for 
etter things * and Bleſſing) "mn 2 1 
3 


on the Act of —ͤ Re- 


and then look up to the 
erlaſtin Mctiator of 
to the Blood _ 


ny Sacrifice.” yo. 4 
beÞs 44 Heb. xii. 24. Here Faith muſt be 
as true a Subſtance of thoſe Inge paſt, © 
which we believe, as tis of thoſe other 


Things yet to come, which we hope for: 
4 Heb. xi. 1. 
, 
2 


10. At the Approach therefore of this 
reat Myſtery, and by the help of this 
| hs ng Faith, the worthy Communicant - 4% 
I being proſtrated at the Lord's Table, as 
, at the very foot of his Croſs, ſhall with 
| carneft Sorrow confes and lament all his 
7 Sins, which were the Nails and Spears that 
| . pterced our Saviour. e ourſelves moſt - - 
„ | chiefly, not Pilate, nor the Jews (for he 
it would not have died for ſuch alone) we - 
E' | have crucified that Fuſt one. Men and Bre- 
I bbren, what ſhall we do? Acts ii. 35. He 
- | ſhall fall amazed at that ſtroke of Divine 
e.- Juſtice, that being offended but by Men, 
Is ory not be ſatisfy*'d, nor appeaſed but 
„» Þ by the Sufferings 20 Death of God. How 
I dreadful is the Place! how deep and holy 
1 * Myſtery! Then he will fall again 
1 ro workipping not leſs amazed at, than 
thoſe inconceivable Mer- 


4 
f cies of CE Nod the Father, who ſo gave 
5 | his onl ; and for the Mereies rc 


_— n, —— thus gave himſelf up for us 
F.. — * 
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11. My Lord! and my God! 1 
behold here in this Bread made of 4 
Subſtance that was cut down, beaten, 
ground and bruiſed by Men, all the 
heavy Blows, and Plagues, and Pains, 
which my Saviour did ſuffer from the 
hands of his Murderers: I behold in 
this Bread dried up, and baked and 
nr burnt at the Fire, the fiery Wrath al- 
PJ which be ſuffered for me from above, 

and from the Hand of his own Father. 
My God, my God, why haſt thou thus 
forſaken him ! the Violence of wicked 
Men firſt hath made him a Martyr, 
then the Fire of Heaven hath made 
him a Burnt-Sacrifice : and under both 
theſe Sufferings lo he is become to me 
the Bread of Life. 3 

Let us then go to take and eat it. 
For though the Inſtruments that bruif- 
ed bim be broken to pieces, and the 
direful Flames that burned him be 
'f quite put out, yet this Bread, which. 


75 
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is the Body of the Lord, continues new. 
The Spears and Swords that flew, and. 
the Burnings that completed the Sa- 
crifice, are many years ſince ſeattered- 
and ſpent; but the Strength and ſiveet 
Smell of the Oblation is jtill fragrant, - 


the Bliod ftill warm, the Wounds ſtill. - 7 


freſh, and the Lamb Rill ſtanding as 
ſlain . Any other Bread by duration — } 
w1ll alter, and any other Sacrifice * 
will loſe its ſtrength ; but Thou moſt 

Eternal Victim, offered up to God 
through the Eternal Spirit, by an e- 
verlaſting Prieſt, and by an Order 


| which can never be changed, Thou re- 


maineſt always the ſame; and as thy. 
years ſhall never fail, they ſhall never. |} 
of e nor abate any c. of - thy ſaving 


[Strength and Mercy : help, O belp me 
ſalſo, that they abate nothing of 5 


Faith, Help me to grieve” for the 


| Senſe of my Sins, and for that of thy 
Pains, as 2 good Souls did, wha 


* 1 v. 6. 


B 2 ſaw 
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ſaw thee. ſuffer * Left nat my Heart : 


burn «with leſs Zeal to follow — ſerue 
thee now, when this Bread 1s broken 


24 this Table, than did the Hearts ef 


thy Diſciples, when thou didſt break 
it tn Emaus . O Rock of Iſrael, 

Rock f Salvation, Rock ftiruck and 
cat for me, let thoſe two Streams of 
nt. Blood and Water, which once guſbed 
wr out of. thy Side ||, when the Curſe of 
mr me Lau, and the Rod of Moſes had 
Opened it, bring down with them Sal- 
vation and Holineſs into my Soul, 
though far diſtant from the Mountain, 
where thou didſt receive that deadly 

Bio. And let not my Soul leſs 255 


food upon Horeb, whence ſprung this 
Water; and near the very Clekt of 
that Rock, the very Wounds of my. 


Saviour whence iſhed out this Sacred 
Blood. All the. diſtance of Times 
and Countries, how great ſoever, which 


5 2 * Luke ri. 27. + Luke XXiy, 32. || John. xix. 34 
7 FI) 


after them at this diſtance, _ if Ti 
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is between Adam and me, doth not 

keep his Sin or his Puniſhment any 

more from purſuing and reaching me, 

than if I had been born in his Houſe: © 

and notwithſtanding this diſtance we 

in and die after his Image, as if we 
were immetliately. ſhrung from bis 

Loins. Second Adam, Adam def- 

cended from above, let thy Blood reach | 

as far, and come as freely both to ſave © 

and to ſantlify, as the Blood of my * 

firſt Father did both to deſtroy and 
fd, | defile me. Bleſſed Feſu, who reviv- 


TRE SH TT oo: 


n, % by this Sacrament the Memory of = | 
ly | thy Sacrifice, quicken and ſtrengthen | 


Faith alſo, diſpoſe my Mind, pre- 

F 1 | 2. my Haare wy 2 bleſs wa | 
his | zhine Ordinance. VI but: touch 
of | (in that manner I ought to do) the 
my Hem of his Garment, the Garment |} 
red of bis Paſſion, Virtue will proceed out 
mes of Him, it ſhall be done according to 
hich my Faith; and my poor Soul ſhall be 
made whole, Amen. ee Da 
Eto» Section. 
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Of Of the bleſſed Sacrament as it ſtands for a 
Sign of preſent Graces. ” 


HE ſecond Face * the Bleſſed 
Communion looks towards he pre- 
ſent Graces that attend the right uſe of 
it, firſt as a Figure, whereby God repre- 
Ents; ; rope! as a moral Inſtrument 
hereby he is pleaſed to convey them unto 
the Church. "Fir I fay it marks and 
ſigniſies theſe preſent Graces. For being 
of its own nature a Sacrament, that i is, a 
Sign of an inviſible Grace, it muſt princi- 
pally ſtand to ſignify, and lead us to 
greater Bleſſings. 
2. It is the ordinary way of God, when 
He either promiſes or beſtows on Men a- 
ny conſiderable Bleſſing, to confirm his 


Mord and bis Gift with the addition of 
ſome Signs. For this I need not to al- 
ledge other Evidences than the Rainbow, 
the Burning Buſh, Abraham's Furnace, Gi- 
deon 5 ” the Cod, the Ark, &c. 

which | 


1 


. DSS s 


S 


> Q 
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no Prophets without giving them as it 


dictions which they were to hear ſoon 
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which for thoſe times were Sacraments 
of great Things. God commonly ſent 


were a Sacramental Equipage, which 
could repreſent in ſome degree the Meſſage Þ} 
they had to deliver; witneſs the hairy _ 3 
Mantles, the rent Garments, the Iron 
Zotes, the Horns, ſometimes ſome kinds 
of Life or Geſture, wherein Men might 
fee. before-hand the Charges and fad Pre- 


after. Our Saviour did obſerve this ſame 
Method, when he laid his Hands on Chil- 
dren, when he breathed upon his Diſ- 
ciples, when he bad them to anoint the 
Sick, and when he curſed the Fig-tree. 
All Men by a natural Inſtinct do ſome- 
what like this when they ſecond their 
Expreſſions with ſome Signs and Moti- 
ons of their Body, though they think of no 
Myſteries. So that you hardly can hear 
any Man being ſomewhat earneſt and 
ſerious upon any matter, whether of Re- 
queſt or Complaint, Submiſſion or Ex- 
cuſes, but you may ſee him at the ſame 
time either bowing the Knee, or joining 
his Hands, or uncovering his Head, which 


Acts are, in a manner, civil and natural 
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Sacraments; to confirm his E eſſion. 
3. The Truth is, ſuch is the tion 
of moft Men, that how ftrongly ſoever 
they be perſuaded of the Truth which 
they hear, yet will they be far better 
wrought upon towards their own Perſua- 
ſion when they ſee ſome Signs of this 
Truth: And though a true Iſraelite doubts 
not at all of the Preſence of his God, nor 
a faithful Diſciple of the Promiſe given 
him that he ſhall recerve the Holy Ghoſt, 
when Moſes and Chriſt have once paſſed 
their Word for theſe two things; yet 
will their Faith be much. ſtrengthened, 
when one fees the Ark and 4 Cloud, 
which were the Sacrament of that; and 
when the other receives the Breatb, which 
was the Sacrament of this. Now the My- 
| Reery of the Croſs, and of the Saluation 
that follows it, is of that high and impor- 
tant Nature,as might juſtly oblige the Son 
of God to propoſe them to his Church in 
the moſt ſuitable manner to work in Men 
a deep Impreſſion. Therefore as God 

- Himſelf in order to ſatisfy Moſes more 
fully that his People ſhould not periſh,nor 


3 


o | mn g 


itt 
11 ſo much as diminiſh under the Thraldom 
z ' of bt; ? ſhewed him a Buſh continu- 
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and Sacrifice. 23 | 
ing ſtill whole and entire in the midſt of 
a — Fire: and in order they might be 


more firmly perſuaded, that ough they 
were in a Wilderneſs, they were under 


God's Protection, he made them go all 
the 0 under a Cloud; that whenſdever P 


there ſhould happen any ſtaggering m 
their Belief, both Moſes and the People 
might ſtrengthen it; Moſes, by remem- 


bring the Bu and the People, by mind- | 


ing the Cloud: To the ſame purpoſe hath 
Chriſt ordained ſome viſible Signs in his 
Church, to complete her common Faith, 
and to aſſure this truth to every one wo 
comes to him, That he ſhall- be cleanſed. 
from his Sins, as certainly as it is certain ge 
ſees ſome Water which is the ordinary 
means for waſhing : and that he ſhall be 
kept up, and fed with a 1 1 of all 
neceſſary Bleſſings, as certain really, 
as it is real and certain he taſtes and takes 


in this Bread and Wine, which are tile: 


ordinary means for perſerving, our. Life: 
and Strength. 71 

Beſides, becauſe the Sicramentsare- 
deltgned not only to perſuade us more 
frongly of the Truth and Being of the 


Things, but alſo to acquaint us more fa- 


B hs — I 


| "7 be Chriſtian Sacrament 


r and ſenſibly with their Conditi- Þ 
on and Nature; theſe Sacraments muſt. 


have in their ie Conſtitution, ſome 
known Qualities that make them fit for 
this Sacramental Office. Such hath the Wa- 
ter for Example, which was ſo deſerved- 
y choſen for the uſe of holy Baptiſm, 
becauſe of the proper Virtue it hath 


of waſhing the things that are foul, of 


Teviving and refreſhing them that are 
dry, and of makin Fruitful the bar- 
ren. Hereupon S. Auguſtin ſays plainly, 
that unleſs the holy Sacraments, had ſome 
ſuch Agreement with the holy Things, 


64 which they are ſet up to repreſent, the 
could not be Sacraments at all. Epi. . 


23. ad Bonif. 
g. So the bleſſed Communion is made 
of two ſuch Elements, as can forthwith 
expoſe to the Sight and Senſe of all Men, 
i true Gsund of its ſacramental and 
fignificative Function. This Function is 
twofold; the firſt, to repreſent Chriſt's 


Sufferings : z and the ſecond, to repreſent 


the Bleſſing and the Benefit which we 


i . 1 receive from theſe Sufferings. The firſt, 
I fay, to repreſent thoſe a hay This 
Bread and Wine could neither 1 uſtain nor. 


refreſh 
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t 

t 
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refreſh me, had not their intrinſical Sub- 
| Nance loſt its firſt Condition and Eſtate: 


that is, if the one had never fallen under 
the Sickle, the Hail, the Milſtone, the Fire; 


and the other under the Hook, the Feet and 
the Preſs of Husbandmen : Nor doth the f 
Son of God ſave me, but by * emptying 
himſelf in a manner, for a while of his 
firſt Glory in Heaven; and by loſing that 
ſecond Life which he had taken inBethle- 
hem. This Bleſſed Saviour is not a Savi- 
our by the Strength of all the Miracles 


which he did about Fudea, nor by any 


thing that he could ſuffer, as long as 
He would keep himſelf alive, when ge 
was made faſt to his Croſs. As the beſt # 
Harveſt is not yet Bread, as long as it 
ſtands in the Field; nor is the beſt Corn 
Bread likewiſe as long as tis kept whole 
in the Floor; both Corn and Harveſt 
being no more than antecedent Matter 
for Man's Food. Jeſus living in Galilee, ? 
Jeſus teaching about the Temple, Jeſus | 
commanding Storms and Waves when 
he did walk upon the Sea, if he had 
cw no js not hav been 1 


.* kahn, Phil, il 7. 
B 6 


the 
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5 the Bread of Life, it muſt be Jeſus Suffer- 
n. Jeſus crucified, Jeſus dying : the 


Bread and Wine do not produce, but 
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ing Mill and the burning Fire have 


10 N of this Corn made me this Bread ; and 


nothing leſs than Croſs, Wounds, Death, 
my Lord! my God! could of thy deareff 


Son make my Saviour! 
6. I ay, ſecondly, this Eucliaridical | 
Bread is inſtituted to repreſent the Fruit 


and Benefit which we receive both at the 


ms holy Table, and upon all other Occaſions, 
EF from Chriſt's Sufferings, to wit, Mainte- 
nance and Improvement of Life. As with. 
= outBreadand Wine, or ſomethinganfwer- 
able to it, the ſtrongeſt Bodies foon de- 


cay; ſo without the Virtue of the Body 


an Blood. of Chrift, the beſt and holicft 
Souls muſt infallibly ſtarve and | 
1 The Body of the Tk as it was offered 


up to God: in: Sacrifice, is the Truth re- 


| | i I — whe by the Paſſover : and as repre- 
=! ſented to us at the Holy Communion, is 
dme Truth and Accompliſment typified 


hy the Manna. The: one is, as it were, 


the Seedand the original Principle whence 
we are burn; and: the other, as tie Bread 


wherewith we live. That is to ſay, as 


keep 
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keep up that animal Life which another 


Cauſe produced; ſo doth our Lord 
_ by a neceſſary and continual Supply 


and Grace, repreſented by -_} 


—— and Wine, ſuſtain, improve and } 
ſet forward 9 Life and new 
Being, which th procured us - 
his Croſs. ud 
7. For Jeſus, the ſecond Adam, being | 
ſerz'd, as He hung on the Croſs, with that 
deep Sleep which God cauſed tofall upon 
him, ron this new Being to his Church 
out of that Side which at his Paſſion was 
opened: and the Blood and Mater, 
which then _ out of his Wounds, 
are the true of Life, by reaſon 
of which his Sr e, the Church, maybe 
called Eve, that is, true and everlaſting 
Liver. Before ſhe had this new Ori - 
out of her Saviour's Paſſion, her E 
band's. Sleep, ſhe by her old Extraction 
was a very Daughter of Death, and a 
Mother of ſuch Children as could pretend 
to no better Inheritance, than Curſo and 
Wrath, Epheſ. ii. 2. By the Courſe of 
Nature our Life is but a ſad P 34 


from Birth to Death; and by ttie Courſe 
of God's Juſtice a ſadder Motion, ſuch 
5 3 FI as 
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as is that of condemned Perſons” from © 
Priſon to the Place of their Execution. B 
But whilſt we were daily paſſing on to 4 
that moſt dreadful Puniſhment, the Son P 
of God look*d on us, and took our Con- 
deecmnation upon himſelf, and under it n 
nf. dyed in our ſtead. Thus by the Death and £ 
It Satisfaction of this Victim Juſtice: gave al 
way to my Releaſe : God the Father for- { 
gave my Sin, and God the Son procured of 


my Life. This Grace is the firſt Purchaſe W 
of Chriſt's Blood, the firſt Irradiation of 
God's Mercy, and the firſt Breath of ſpiri- 
tual Life in our Noftrils.  -  _, 
8. But alas! how ſoon would this firſt 
Life vaniſh away, were it not preſently 
followed and ſupported by a ſecond ? how 
ſoon would the Removalof the former be 
fruſtrated by the | Commiſſion of other 
Sins! And fince I am no ſooner born in 
Sin than dead in it, how hard would it 
be without more Help in this corrupted 
Condition to keepdead Lazarus from Rot- 
tenneſs ? Therefore the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt once ſacrificed on the Croſs, (to 
help this firſt.) procures a ſecond Life, 
that preſerves whomſoever it ſaves out of 
this ſtupid Death in Sin; it helps them r 
— | OT 
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of the Puddle, where they did lye like 
Beaſts without ſenſe of Danger or Same; 
and it quickens thoſe rotten Trees for the 
roducing of better Fruit. The firſt Life 
wy 9p ſite to Condemnation and eter- 
nal ent, belongs properly to the 
Blood —— hath ſatisfi hed Divine Juſtice, 
and ſo removed Puniſhment : and the 
ſecond, which is oppoſite to ſtupid and 
ſenſleſs both falling into Sin and lying in 
it, relates properly to the Water that after 
Propitiation and Pardon waſhes and ſane-— 
tifies the Sinner, Theſe two Lives are the 
two firſt Effluxes, which proceeded out of 
Jeſus Chriſt, when his Body was pierced ; 
and both are inſeparable, as the Blood and 
the Water were, which flowed together 
out of his Side. Let none, who finds him- 
ſelf clean from the. Filth and Spots of his 
Sin be afraid of Puniſhment for them, I 
have found a Ranſom for him, Job xxxiii.24. 
for the Water came not without the Blood, 
But let every one that hath a mind to be 
ſafe from Puniſhment which is taken 2 | 
by the Blood, ſeek for farther Securi 
the purifying of himſelf from all the 


cleanneſs of Sin which the Mater is to — 5 


away: for the Blood came not without 
Sy Water, 
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m 1 | arg Chriſt came not by Blood alone, £ 


but by Water and Blood, 1 Joh. v. 6. 
9. Over and above theſe two Lives, 


whereof one conſiſts in Pardon and Remo- 


val of Puniſhment ; the other in Sanctifi- 
cation, and enlivens” us from dead Works, 


ſeo as not thenceforward to deſerve it as 


before; there remains befides, a third Life, 
which conſiſts in an abſolute Redemption 
from Death and other Miſeries. This Life, 
as to the ſure Title and Right, is, together 
with the two other purchaſed by the ſame 
Sacrifice; but as to the real Uſe and Pof- 
ſeſhon i it is reſerved for us in 2 and 


Until it be revealed we appear as if we 
were dead, theſe two ws lying in, and 
being wrapped about, ch the dark Vails 
of human Mortality, till that Chriſt be- 
eoming unto us actual Redemption, as well 
as actual Juſtice, and actual Sanctiſication, 
this third Life ſucceeds to break the Cloud. 
10. Now the bleſſed Saviour being by 
his. Sacrifice the Author and Giver of 


4 bt theſe three Lives, ſhews himſelf by this 


* Sacrament to be the Preſerver of them 


alſd; and to this purpoſe ſets up a Table 


by bis Altar, TO he engages moſt ſo- 
lemnly 
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emnly to feed and nouriſh our Souls with | 
the conſtant Supply of his Mercies to tile 


very day of eternal Salvation, as really as 
he gives and we receive theſe Elements 
of Bread and Wine, which are the uſual * 
means of ſuſtaining mortal Bodies until 
the end of this ſhort Life. My Father wor-. 
eth hitherto, and I work with him, Joh. 
v. 17. God the Father reſted mdeed upon 
the feventh day from the Work of Creat- 
ing, and God the Son at the ſame day 
from the Work of Suffering : but neither 
of them will reft till the day of Redemp- 
tion from the Work of Preferving, both 
what the Creation hath produced, and 
what the Paſſion hath faved. In the firſt 
Creation there is a Man, and a Woman 
made of the Fleſh, and as it were of the 
very Wounds of her Husband : and there 
you find a Tree planted to maintain both 
their Life and Strength. In the Deliver- 
ance of Egypt, here is a People ſaved by 1 
the Sacrifice of the Paſſover; and left fo * 
many reſcued out of Egypt ſhould faint 1 
and ftarve in the Deſart, there you fee an 

Angel leading them the way with his 
Light, keeping them cool under the Sha- 4 
dow of his Cleud, and feeding them W ; 


— — 
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all their Journey with a miraculous ſort 
of Meat. Jeſus is both in the Original 
and Progreſs of Salvation the Truth fore- 
ſnewed by theſe Figures. When he died 
upon the Croſs, there he fulfilled that 
_—_ which had been ſhadowed forth both by 
el the Sleep and Wound of Adam, and by 
_ the killing of Paſchal Lambs: and when 
| he feeds from Heaven with a continual 
Effuſion of bleſſing thoſe Souls and Lives 
which he hath been pleaſed to redeem by 
the Effuſion of his own Blood, He is the I ar 
Truth both of the Tree and of the Angel, g 
VPhich were appointed, the one to maintain I c. 
Mean, and the other to keep 1/rae!. a 
ma: - 11. Chrift relates to theſe four Figures | E 
as the Body which fulfills them ; the a 


holy Communion relates to them on the 
other fide, as an Antitype, that is, as one 
Image may relate to another, all to ex- 
preſs the ſame Object. Upon the breaking 
the one and pouring out the other of theſe 
conſecrated Elements, you ſee what Chriſt 
hath ſuffered, as upon the Wound of Adam, 
and the Death of the Paſſover, Abel, Enoch, 
and Jſrael might partly ſee what he ſhould 
ſuffer: And upon the nouriſhing Nature 
of this Bread you ſee that which others 
11 

3B . 
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s fort Whave ſeen in the Tree of Life; and in the 
gmal Angel raining down Manna, what He 
fore. ¶ would give. But this is the Advantage of 
died the Holy Communion above all the an- 

that ¶ cient Figures. Adam with his open Side, 


h by and all Sacrifices with their Blood, did 
d by foretel only Chriſt's Paſſion: and the 
hen Tree of Life with all its Fruit, and the 
nual W Angel with all his Food did foretel on- 
ves I ly his preſerving Grace: whereas the Sa- 


1 by ¶ crament alone repreſents both his Paſſion 
the and Preſerving, and beſides theſe, another 


gel, great Myſtery,by their mutual Dependen- 
tain cy. What we take and eat is made of 

a Subſtance cut, bruiſed and put to the _ » 
res Fire; that ſhews my Saviour's Paſſion : 
the ¶ and it was uſed in that manner that it may 
he afford me wholeſom Food ; that ſhews } 
ne the Benefit which both he gives and 
X receive out of this dreadful Paſſion. The : 
ng Angels enjoy ſuch an Immortality, and 
le wear ſuch Crowns as coſt God nothing, 
iſt but the Pain he took to give them; ours 
1, are more precious and coſtly then ſo: Our 
b, Inheritance in Heaven is not leſs than A. 
d keldamab, a Poſſeſſion bought with Chriſt's 
2 Blood. In this Sacrament here is Death 
8 


repreſented, there Life; the Life is mine, | 
7 | | the 


WW the Food and Refreſhment, which 
WH with the help of theſe good Things both | 
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the Death my Saviour's : And O bleſſed 
Jeſus, this my Life comes out of thy 
Death, and the Salvation which I hope 
for, is purchafed with all the Pain and 
Agonies which thou didft ſuffer. | 
12, Here Melchiſedeck and Aaron wait 
upon Jeſus Chrift at his Table, as Moſes 
and Elias did on the Mount: theſe two 
great Prieſts ſtand to foreſhew, what 
Chriſt alone is to perform. For there is 
Aaron the Prieſt with Blood, and here G 
Melchiſedeck with Bread. There Aaron 
breaks, ſheds and deftroys ; here Melebi- 70 
ſadect feels and Blefſes. Nay both are one WW &7 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Firſt Chriſt appears to Iſ 77 
ſacrifice (upon the Croſs) as Aaron did WW I 
at his Altar, with Fleſh and Blood; and 7 
J 
/ 
C 


as in Melehijedeck's Caſe and Figure, with 
bis own Fleſh, and his own Blood. Then 
as Aaron did uſe to enter once every year 
into the Sannary, Chriſt once for all is 
aſcended into Heaven thence to bleſs us, 
Al iii. 2 6. And this Beſſing is the Strength 


-- Melchiſedeck brought in a Figure; that 
' Abraham and his Followers, that is, all 


ſincere Chriſtians may cheerfully go on 
— | | their 
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their way notwithſtanding their own. 
Weakneſs, and all the Dangers of their 
Life. Thus here is a double Blefling 
which I wait for; both what Agron ſhew- 
ed by his Blood, and what Melchiſedeck 
ſhewed by his Bread, 

13. Author of my Salvatic on, and 

F theſe Myſteries which expreſs it, 
beſtow on me theſe two Bleſſings, 
which this Sacrament ſhews together, 
2 for Grace, Mercy, and Strength. 

keep Mercy. Hoſanna, O Son 

+ David, ave and preſerve. Save 
me, that 1 may not fall under the | 
Hand of the Deſtroyer ; and preſerve © 
me, that after this Salvation I never 
Fall by my own Hand. But keep and 
ſet forward in me, notwithſtanding 
all mine Infirmities, the Work of thy 
paw Mercies. Grant that = may 

not. increaſe my Guilt, oy abuſins + 

F what 125 gaveſt. thy Savin, 4 

3 give me aluays what 4 

vet once. Create a new Heart 


hn me, but bleſs and keep ou 
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Won createſt; and increaſe more and 
more what Thou planteſt. O Son of 
God and Tree of Life, feed with thy 
Sap this tender Branch, which without 
thee cannot but wither ; and flrength- 
en in thee a bruiſed Reed, which with- 
out thee cannot but fall. Father of 
everlaſting Compaſſions, forſake not in 
the W e a feeble Iſraelite, whom 
thou haſt brought a little way out of 
Egypt: And let not this poor Soul of 
mine, which hou haſt 222 with ſome C. 
Dehrres, and helped a while with ſome 1 
Tendency toward an eternal Salvation, 
ever faint and fall from the right way. 
The Angel in the Wilderneſs could un- 
doubtedly rain as much Manna as the ICh 
Pa [chal Lambs could ſhed Blood; 7 475 sas 
2 2 both of thoſe Lambs an 
bat Angel, Thou art as able to web (t 
7 | fe me with thy Bleſſings out o thy wi 


Throne, as thou wert to redeem me by 
| thy Sacrifice on thy Croſs. Feſu, Au- | ; 
. thor, Object and Truth of this which 2 
T thine "Appointment * am hidden now b 
6 to 
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o take, perform in me what thou doſt 
xhibit; Eternal Life, by thoſe Suſfer- 
thy nos; for here is the Body broken; 
out 55 alſo Strength and Nouriſhment for. 
. bis ſame Life: For here is Zhe Bread 
- Br Heaven. Amen. 


of 15 5 Section IV. 


ne Concerning the Communion, ar it isnot a Re- 
* only, but a Means of Grace. 


ne 
„ Br. Itherto we 13 conſidered this 
” holy Sacrament, firſt as a ſtand- 


= ing Memorial of that Paſſion, wherein 
Chriſt Jeſus once offered himſelf up to God 
as a Sacrifice : and ſecondly as a Sign of 
that nutritive and corroborative 828 
(the true Efflux of that Sacrifice) by 
which Sign he daily offers himſelf to us 
under the Notion of Meat. For his Flelb - 
75 Meat indeed, and his Blood is Drink i- 
decd. Joh. vi. 55, And I ingemuouſly Þ 
confeſs that the ſt general Uſe of the |. 
den Communion runs upon theſe two 
Notions; 


re 


4 
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Notions; and that theſe two main Re- 
ſemblances between the Bread and Chriſt's 
Body, which qualify the conſecrated 
Bread ( and the conſecrated Wine in the 
ſame manner) to bear the Character of 
my a Sacrament, do likewiſe ſufficiently quali- 
_ fy it, to bear another Honour, which it en- 
1 7 joys, of being called the Lord's Body. 
i: owever it is moſt certain, that when the 
Fathers call it ſo, (which Chriſt himſelf 
taught them to do) they juſtify both His 
and their Speech upon the account of Re- 
Jemdlance ; and of this Commerce, ( moſt 
uſual between Repreſentations, and Ob- 
jects repreſented ) of interchanging their 
own Names, read the 23. Epiſt. of St. 
Auguſt. ad Bonif. | 
2. So for Example, in the Prophetick 
Viſions and Dreams, which moſt common- 
| ly were nothing elſe than extemporary 
=_ Sacraments of Things then revealed by 
= God, thoſe are moſt conſtantly ſaid to be 
=__ theſe. The ſeven Ears of Corn are ſeven 
TR Zars, by the interpretation of Foſeph, Gen. 
kli. 26. The ſeven Stars are ſeven Angels, 
ini the Revelation of St. John i. 20. The 
__ Ser is ihe Son of Man, the Tares are the ov 
W ialed, tbe Harveſt is the end of the World, i th 


- 


* FN 


* 


F 


„ 


the Parables of Jeſus Chriſt, Mat. xui. 
37, 38, 39. If by Chance we meet with 
Pictures, that repreſent the Tabernacle, 
or the Ornaments of Aaron, we uſually 
ſay, pointing at ſome of thoſe Fi 
This is the outward Court, this is the 
Sanctuary, here is the brazen Altar, and 
there you ſee the Plate of pure Gold, that 
none was allowed to wear, except the 
High Prieſt of [eel : Juſt as w in 
the Palaces and Galleries of great Per- 
ſons, we ſay without thinking, to ſpeak 
impreperly, that we have ſeen the twelve 
Sibyls, the twelve Ceſars, the Temple of 
Epheſus, &c. that 1s, the Repreſentation 
of all theſe. Now it is certain that no Vi- 
ſions nor Images have ever been more in- 
tended for this End of repreſenting, than 
the true Sacraments have been; therefore 
it were moſt unreaſonable to think, that 
theſe ſacred Images ſhould want that Pri- 
9 which all other (although caſual and 
profane) are allowed to have, vix. to take 
the Name of their Objects. Nay, ſince the 
Paſchal Lamb, the Circumciſion and the 
Baptiſm have it (for one is called the Paſſ- 
over, the other the Covenant, and the o- 
ther {re Burtal of Chriſt) why ſhould the 
2 % XN C | holy 
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holy Communion be without it? Beſides, 
it is not conceivable that Chriſt, who had 
yet in his Hands that Paſchal Bread which 
was called by the Jews the Bread of Affli- 
Sion, which their Fathers did eat in Egypt, 
becauſe it was the Memorial of it, may not 
be underſtood after the ſame Manner, 
when a Moment after he calls it his Body. 
3. Nevertheleſs, although the literal 
and immediate Senſe of theſe Words, This 
7s my Body, comes to nv more, as Tertul- 
han, and St. Auguſtin, with many more 
preſs Terms declared ; and as 
all ancient Liturgies muſt needs under- 
ſtand it, whenſoever they call the Eucha- 
riſt, Type, Image, or Figure; for the pro- 
per and immediate Uſe of Images is to re- 
preſentThings. If they chance alſo to have 
them in themſelves, or to convey them 
over to others, it is upon another Ac- 
count, as being Veſſels or Utenſils, Cc. 
which Office is extrinſical to Sacraments ; 
nevertheleſs I fay, the End of the bleſſed 
Communion, the Exigency and pious De- 
fire of Communicants, and the Strength 
of other Places of Scripture, require a 


great deal more in the Euchariſt than a 
mere Memorial or Repreſentation. 
* | 4. 1, The 


ä AG OY AA HART. 44 ˙ê abba... 


4. 1. The proper End of the holy Commu- 
nion; which! is to make us Partakers of 
Chriſt in another Manner and Degree, 
when with Faith and Repentance we take 
and tafte thoſe holy Myfteries, than when 
with the like Difpoſitions we rag hear the 
holy Goſpel. 2. The Exigency and honeſt 
| Debre of Communitants; who ſeek no more 
for a bare Repreſentation or Remembrance 
of Chriſt crucified, at this holy Table, 
than Mary and other devout Women did 
for winding Sheets or Napkins about his 
Grave. I want and ſeek my Saviour him- 
ſelf; and J watch for all the Opportuni- 
ties of coming td his Sacrament, for the Þ 
ſame Purpoſe, that once made St. Peter 
and St. John run fo faſt to his Sepulchre; 
becaufeT hope to find him there. 3. 3. Laſt- 
ly the full Senfe and Importance of other |} 
Places in Scripture, which allow the oy N 

Communion a much greater Virtue 

that of repreſenting only. Te Cup f 2 
Jing which we bleſs, is it not the Communion 1'F 
de Blood of Cbriſt? 1 Cor. x. 16. Fer 
whether the Word, which we render Com- | 

munivn, be taken in an active Senſe, as tis 4 
often for Communication ; the holy Eucha- 
riſt is Means of * e Blood 
2 of 
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of Chriſt or though we take it but in a 


neuter and intranſitive Senſe, yet the holy 


Euchariſt will be ſtill a Myſtery, wherein 
one Way or other true Chriſtians ſhall find, 
not a Commemoration or Repreſentation 
only, but a Communion alſo with the 
Blood ſo repreſented and remembred. 

5. The real Efficacy which the holy 
Communion hath to convey Grace and 


Bleſſing on the true Chriſtian Receiver, 


is evidently demonſtrated by the oppoſite 


Efficacy it hath to convey a Curſe and De- 


ſtruction on the Profane. I hoſocver, ſays 
St. Paul, eats of this Bread unworthily, eats 


Damnation to himſelf. Now certainly this 


would be as much to think #nworthily as 
to eat unwortbily of this holy Bread, to 
think it might be really pernicious when 


it is abuſed, but not y bliſsful and 
_faving in its right Uſe; and that this Bread, 


which we eat of, ſhould be an effefual 
-Communion to procure Death, but mere- 
ly Sacramental only to-ſhew, and not to 
8 Salvation. St. Paul ſets out the 
Character of the unworthy Communicant, 
by not diſcerning the Lord's Body; and 
thereby declares him guilty of the very Bo- 


4 and Blood of Cbriſt. That is to ſa that 


whoſgever 
& 6 
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wholoeves offers to abuſe this Sacrament, 
plunges himſelf into their Crime, who 
have abuſed Chriſt himſelf ; and that that 
Villain goes Hand in Hand with Judas, 
with Pilate, with both Jews and Romans 
who murdered him. What therefore can 
be thought of thoſe good Souls, who ap- 
proach to this Sacrament with Faith, Hu- 
mility, and a trembling Reverence, but 
that they will return home as much juſti- 
fied and full of Grace after their devout, as 
the other ſhall full loaded with Damnation, 
after their impious Uſage? And that God 
will be as merciful in reckoning thoſe a- 
mong the Righteous, Mary, Foſeph, Nico- 
demus, as he is juſt againſt theſe, when 

upon this — he ſhuts up their Souls 
with the Sinners that in very [Deed cruct- 
hed him. And God forbid that the Body 
of Chriſt, who came to ſave, not de- 
ſtroy, ſhould not diffuſe as much of its Sa- 


vour of Life, for the Life and Salvation of f 


devout Souls, as it doth, of its Savour 0 


Death, for. the Death of the Impious. 
2 Cor. ii. 16. 


6. The Manner of this real Communi- 

cation and Conveyance, is the great unfa- 
thomable e which the holy Fa- 

2 C 3 thers 
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"  thers have ever admired; and. which 


therefore we: neither need, nor do take 
22 us to explain. The Shepherds Tank 


mielves happy with the Meſſage 


brought to them by an Angel, This Day is 


born to you a Saviour, Luke ii. 11, though 
they know nothing of the Way of his moſt 


miraculous Birth: And the — 5 Maolites 


ought not to receive Manna leſs thankful- 
ly (as they do not leſs effectually) thaugh 
they know neither of what Matter, nor 
by what Means the Heavens, the Air, or 
the Clouds can thus eyery Morning ſhed. 
about their Tents this firange Meat. I 
muſt not wonder if the Ways of the Lord 
be unknown to me in his Miracles, ſince 
they are ſo very often in his moſt ordina- 
ry Works. And. if David, though a Pro- 


phet, cannot think upon that natural Vir - 
tue, which makes — and. Veins every 


Day out of that Seed, that is apparently 


nothing like to all theſe Parts o Man's 


Body, but he cries out, I have been /brange- 

ly and wonderfully made Plal, cxxxix. 13. 
Who am I to pretend to a clear Under- 
ſtanding of that hidden and incomprehen- 


ſible Wiſdom, wherewith God is pleaſed 


* out of „ Mine, or Broad 
(in 


| "y 


7 
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- vere Organs for Mens Souls and 
vation? 

7. It is true indeed, that Bread, Wine, 
and Water, can without much ade core 
up ſo high as to become a Sacrament. ta 
Ani; fince the Act of /ignifyrng depends 
merely on Inſtitution. Yet this Inſtitution, 
ſuch as may make a. Sacrament, - muſt 
needs proceed both from a Divine. and 
Almighty Origin. Divine, I ſay, to ius 4 
a ſacred Character; and Almighty A 
to juſtify and maintain it. For Example, 

After the Flood no Man or Angel had Aus 
thority to make 2 — a Myſte- 
ry, * ſhould ſignify the World's Pre- 
ſer vation from — And. if either 

Men or Angels had — 

Liberty, none of them had the Power to 

make it true; that is, to make it a ſtand- 
ing infallible Evidence, that the World 
ſhall never periſh by Water. So in the 

Church neither Apoſtles nor Biſhops have 

any more Right to confer either upon the | 

Mater of Baptiſm, or upon the Bread and 

Vine of the holy Communion, a facra- 

mental or e Office, than they 
have Power to make good their Repre- 
C4 ſentation 
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ſentation by conferring the Bleſſings pro- 


miſed by it. And it is 3 to this 
Purpoſe, that moſt of the Expreſſions and 
Epiphonemas of the holy Doctors are to 


be underſtood, when they ſtand ſometimes 


amazed at the infinite Power of God, ei- 


ther in the Inſtitution, or the Uſe of theſe 


Myſteries: God alone being able to raiſe 
Water, or Blood, or any Thing elſe to the 
Order of Sacraments. But to raiſe them a 
Step higher, that is, to the Dignity of 
ſtanding for true Means and Inſtruments, 
which may convey on us thoſe Graces, 


which by their proper Inſtitution they re- 


preſent; there is the Finger of God in- 


gqeed, and there is a fitter Matter for 


Men's Admiration, than Men's Knowledge. 


88. Here then I come to God's Altar 


with a full Perſuaſion that theſe Words, This 
7s my Body, promiſe me more than a F _ ; 
that this nou Banquet is not a Repreſenta- 


tion made of outward Shews without Sub- 


ſtance; and that it is not ſo dangerous a 
Myftery but that the religious Ule of it 
may convey to me (at the leaft) as many, 
and as great Bleſſings, as the profane A- 
buſe of it may throw on the Abuſer 
Plagues and Curſes. But how theſe My- ⁵⁶· 
Mg EY ſteries 


C 


ſteries become in my Behalf the ſuperna- 
tural Inſtruments of ſuch Bleſſings, it. is 
enough for me to admire. One thing I 

ow (as ſaid the blind Man after he had 
received his Sight, St. John ix. 25.) He laid 
Clay upon mine Eyes, and behold I ſee. He 
hath bleſſed and given me this Bread, and 
my Soul receiveth Comfort. I verily be- 
lieve that Clay hath nothing in itſelf that 
could have wrought ſuch a Miracle, as 1/- 
rael never ſaw the like: And I know as 
much of this Bread, that it is not ſuch a 
Jewel as may contain in its Subſtance, or 


impart from itſelf to others, Grace, Holi- 


nels and Salvation, which is the Juice and 
the Subſtance of Chriſt's Body. Only I am 


perfectly ſatisfied that *tis* the conſtant. 
Way of God, to produce his greateſt 
Works, at the Preſence (though not by 
the Virtue) of the moſt uſeleſs Inſtruments. 
At the very Stroke of a Rod, he parted 


once in two the Red-Sea. At the BloW- 
rumpets, he tumbled down. 
maſſy ſtrong Walls. At ſome few Waſh-. 


ing ſome 


ings in Jordan, he cuted Naaman of a, 
Plague, which natural was incurable :. 


And as ſoon as but a Shadow did paſs by, 


cr ſome Oil was dropped down, or ſome 
W 
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Clothes were touched, preſently Virtue 
went out, not of Rods, or Trumpets, or 


© Shade, or Clothes, but of himſelf. Virtue, 


fays he, is gone out of me: And thus he 
cured the Sick, c. Since then he hath in- 
ſtituted and adopted unto himſelf the Sa 
craments of the Goſpel, as the R reſen- 
tative of his ſacred Body and Blood, why 
may he not take the ſame Courſe for the 
diſpenſing of his Mercies, at the Ufe of 
his Ordinances ? And why ſhould not his 
very Body pour out Effufions of Life as 
well when we take in his Sacraments, as 
when others did touch his Clothes, which 
ſurely had lefs Privilege ? 
9. Under the Law, the Right-hand of 
the Lord had the Pre-eminence,the Right- 
nd of the Lord brought theſe 
Things * either when the Red Sea 
_— ay for az], or when the Rock 
Horeb poured Rivers to refreſh them. 
Now under the Goſpel, it is Chriſt him- 
| ſelf with his Body and Blood once offered 
# to God upon the Croſs, and ever fince 
= fanding before him in Heaven as the Lamb 
ain, Rev. v. 6. who fills his Church conti- 
mally with the Propitiations and Perfumes 
of ed Sacrifice, her after the mo 
1 0 


eants eat s effectually of the 


an Sacrifice... 2 
of the holy Sacrament, faithful Commu- 
nicants return home richer than they came, 


with the firſt Fruits of Salvation. For bap- 
tiſmal Vater, and conſecrated Bread ant 


Wine, can contribute no more to it, than 


the Rod of Macs, or the Oil of the Apo- 


ſtles did, which was no more than their 
Motion and their Preſence, But yet finc& * 
theſe ſimple Motions and Sende by 
Preſences are fo clofely 

Chriſt's Inſtitution and W ing, ee 5 
is WR to attribute to them F 

ht out by himfelf, 1 Pee. 5s 21.'O: 
ny nene er thiol wilt bid me 
and waſh in Jordan, or be g | 


amay my Sin, I will doubt no more to be | 


made clean, either of my 1115 or of 
ray Sen fan ff T had Nen 


which now T have given thee, I wiff wube 


: no more of being ed with the true Bread 


of Lite, than if I were eating thyv Fiſh, : | 
10. In this Manner faithful | 555 , 


fas Chrift, by receiving its 
Virtue, as the — of the 200 4 
$3 CE, Life, 


* i 
'S Blood: And whenfoever' thou wilt be 
. pleaſed to ſay unto me, go, take and eac-k 
this Bread, which I have bleſſed, and 


— ˙— Ü — 
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Life, Rev. xxii. 2. becauſe they did eat 
the Fruit of that Tree; or 1rae] did drink 
of the Rock, 1 Cor. x. 4. becauſe they did 
drink of the Stream that flowed from it. 
Once my Saviour could ſay, that ſome Bo- 
= dy had touched him, though they had 
touched but his Clothes, becauſe a Wo- 
man had reached both her Faith and her 
= Hand ſo near as to be healed by the di- 
vine Warmth and Virtue that proceeded 

then out of him, as if ſhe had touched his 


very Fleſh. The Truth is, we really touch, 


| 1 have or enjoy the thing itſelf, when we are 
= within that Diſtance, where we may enjoy 


BE bout her its Brightneſs ; and by the holy 


iu. 27. becauſe we then receive the Robes 
cot his Righteouſneſs, and that which was 


1 | . by that Garment which God made 
1 5 


tims) to cover Adam's Nakedneſs, 
11. This Victim having been offered up 
both in the Fulneſs of Times, and in the 


| | midſt of the habitable World, which pro- 


Pes Chriſt's great Temple, and thenge 
being carried up to Heaven, which is his 
| ” 511. ö 9 Proper 


, | | its Virtue. So the Church was clothed with 
WW zhe Sun, Rev. ii. 1. becauſe ſhe had all a- 


Baptiſm we are ſaid to put on Chrift, Galat. 


Skins (which implies the Death of Vic- 


t 


.* * 


wk 


and Sacrifice. 


about us Salvation, as the Burnt- Offering 


did its Smoke; as the golden Altar did its 


Perfumes; and as the burning Candleſtick 


its Lights. And thus Chriſt's Body and 


Blood have every where, but eſpecially ar 
the holy Communion, a moſt true and = ! 
reſence. en he offered himſelf upon 


rth, the Vapour of his Atonement 
went up, and darkned the very Sun; and 
by renting the great Vail, it clearly ſnewed 
he had made a Way into Heaven. Now 
ſince he is gone up into Heaven, thence 
he ſends down on Earth the Graces that 
ſpring continually both from his everlaſt- 
ing Sacrifice and from the continual Inter- 
ceſſions which attend it. So that it is in 
vain to ſay, who will go up into Heaven? 
ſince without either abending or deſcend. 


ing, this ſacred Body of Jeſus fills with 


Atonement and Bleſſing the remoteſt 
Parts of this Temple. F "i 


1. Of ie Bing, Chit rms 


bove is pleaſed to diſpenfe, - ſometimes 


more, ſometimes leſs, into theſe inferiour 
Courts of the People, either according to the 


ſeveral ces of their Faith, or accord- 
ing to the ſeveral Ways and Times which 


ho 


#3 4 


proper Sanctuary, thence he ſpreads all 4 


* ho © N 2 a. * 
Co . 
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hne hath appointed to them, for prefent- 


Salvation ; but yet they are not all equal. 
The blefled Communion muſt exceed as 
much in. Bleſſings, when well uſed, as it 


ing themſelves nearer to him. All Wor- 


| Hippersdo not come to him with the fame 


nor _ 3 and Ways 
(though approved and appointed by him) 
the fame or equal Privilege : And his Or- 


| [ : dinances in the Church, as well as his 


Stars in en differ in Glory one from 
another. Faſting, Prayer, Hearing of the 
Word, publick and private Services, and 
all like holy Duties, are all very good 
Veſſels to draw Water from this Well of 


exceeds in Danger of a Curſe, when it is 
not. In Places, ſays God, where I record 
my Name, there will I come to thee, and bleſs 


eee, Exod. xx. 24. Zut in thoſe Places 
and Ordinatices which he hath in eſpecial 
| Manner ſet out to record his Paſſion, and 
to renew the Sacrifice of his Body; he will 


certainly come with ſueh a Fulneſs of Heſ- 
485 attend this ſacred Body, wich 
is Seat of Bleſſings; the Bread 
— we do break being t Communi⸗ 


on of his Body; juſt as the eating of un- 


Havrned Loaves were (out of Feruſalem) the 
Communion to. the Paſſover, which _ 
| t 


Therefore as they of [ae}, who for tome 


an £940, e e D X' 2 * 8. KA & | 


the Type of Chriſt crucified.  Chrift our 4 


Paſfever, Sd the Apoftle, 7s ſacrificed 1 


us; therefore us keep the Fa, Kr Kr F 


Rong 7, 8 


Our Life in general is the Time af 1 


this Þ eſtival; and the bleſſed OE 
on '® the Bread and Wine of the Ba 


lawful Tapeten could not eat "the 
Lamb in Feruſalem, nor durſt, becaufe of 
the Law, facrifice and eat it at Home, had 
nevertheleſs the Benefit both of the Paſſ- 
over, and other holy Things of the Tem- 


ple, by Virtue of private Feaftings, wir- 


ey were allowed to keep with unleaven-" 
ed Bread and'bitter Herbs in the Country. 


Our Fuchariftical Eating, ſupplies now, | 


this very Office; and: derives on 


Communicants, as far as their Salvation.is I 
concetned, the Virtue of Chrift's Sacrifice, 3 
in as large and faving a Manner as if they 1 
were prefent at His Altar, and at the Hour | 
of his. Paſſion, The Lord Ag thee out of © 


Bis holy Seat. For then it was the Kin 


of the Lord towards his firſt People, = | 


certainly he hath no leſs Mercy for 12 


rength of holy Things from his Pa- 
lace into their Tents, * to biels — 


an bare > 84 


* 


cond) virtually to diffuſe the 2 f 
and 


1 


eee ee 
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54 The Chriftion Sacrament 
both inberently with all the . Graces, and 
imputatively with all the ht which 
could be conferred on them, w oſe Fault 
tis not, if they cannot either eat the Paſſ- 
over near the Temple, or wait upon | 
== Chriſt at his Croſs. b 
i 14. Thus this great and holy Myſtery v 

£ 
I 
c 


extends and communicates the Death of 
the Lord, both as offering himſelf to. God, 
and as giving himſelf to Men. As he offer 
ed himſelf to God, it enters me both into 
= that myſtical Body, which is reputed as 
dead with Chriſt ; and into their Society, 
Privilege and Communion) for whom he 
| was pleaſed to die: it ſets mh = the 
precious Stones of Aaron's 4 EN od. 
XXVu1. cloſe to the Breaſt, and on the very 
Shoulders of that Eternal Prieſt, whilſt 
my he offers up himſelf and intercedes for his 
on ſpiritual Hal; and by this Means it con- 
veys to me the Communion of his Suffer- 
ings, Phil. iii. 10. whence will infallibly 
proceed another Communion. in all his 
Graces and Glories. Under the 2 N 
Notion, as be. offers himſelf to Men ; the 
Fi holy Eucharift is, after the hers Te for 
et Sin, the true Feſtival and Sacrifice of 
I ee and Fe Table e 


4 


ſet up to receive thoſe: Mereies that are 
ſent down from the Altar. Take, and cut, 
this is my Body which was broken for you. 


And this is the Blood that was ſbed for you. 


15. Here then I wait at the Lord's Ta- 


ble, that both /hewws me what an Apoſtle, 


who had Heaven for his School, had the 
greateſt Mind to ſee and learn; and offers 


me the richeſt Gift that a Saint can receive 


on Earth, the Lord Feſus crucified, 


ky Feli, my Lord and my God, i 
give me all this which: thou ſheweſt 
and grant withal, that T may both de- 
—_ take, and fai thfully keep, what } 
thou art pleaſed to give. Bleſs this tbine 
007 Ordinance, and make it Fa true 

n, an effectual Means of thy Grace; 
then bleſs and ſanctiſy my Heart alſo, 


and make it a fit Temple for thy Mer- 


cies. Certainly thou wilt deal with me : 1 
in theſe thy Myſteries, O God of Trutb, 
1 to thy Faithfulneſs ; but dif. 


poſe alſo my Heart ſo towards the right 


ufing of them, that I may ſafely wiſh it 
ma 7 be done according to my Faith. O 


Father, 


s þ * * . 92 n ;. = 
2 — bt ; 3 
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to Father, Woe art 8 1 
Offer up ta thee my Soul, and thou offer= 
4 thy hes The Oblation 45555 | 
F make, is alas an unclan Habitation 
to recei ve the Holy One of Ifrael; and 
@ Tent infected with Leproſy, therein 
to Jadge the Saint of the Lord. Come 
in nevertheleſs, came in High and E- 
ternal Prieſt, but waſh thy Houſe at 
thy coming. Let no ill Savour of the 
Grave, no mare than that of Lazarus, 
keep thee fo far fromthe: bre, and. 
VF the vile Condition wherein I he, 
„ that thy Power with thy. Voice, and 
e Blood with thy Sacrament, may 
reach: io me to raiſe me up: And let 
none f tboſe Uncleanneſſes, that after 
be Law of Moſes did defile them who 
cause tuo near, keep off the great Saint 
Wi of the Lord from touching and healing 
me. Evil Spirits enter ſometimes into 
Kues Houſes to make them foul* ; but 
O Zoly and ballowing Spirit of God, 
| | Ye I | n EY 


EY 
4 * * k 4 * 
- 4. 
. ö | 
* aw, 0 5 „ 
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draw 


| ay may veay well un, 


4 Foul ac dy, to make it clean. I am 
a poor finful, and, unleſs thou help, a 
boft Perſon ; but get fuch as I am, fin- 


ful and bt, Ta Het Salvation. 
Come in, O Lord, with thy Salvation 


to a dying Man, to make him whole ; 


to 4 Sinner tied Hand and Foat with 


the Bonds of Iniquity, te releaſe bim; 
6 one whe confeſſes bus Sins, ta-abſolue. 
hin. Finally came in, my. Saviour, as. 


thou did tv the Publican, both to make". 


me better, and in ſive me. O let bir 


W 
* - 
ty : 
* * 
1 r # 


Sno wm. race ace v. a 1 
Of the 40 Clinics as A edge 
br — Happineſs and Glory to come. 


THE bleſed Communion opens 
ſuch a Treaſure of Bleflings on 


paſt or preſent Time, (as I have conſider- 


n 


225 Salvation came to 5 Hogs 


the two Sides which lock towards the 


1 ny, 
 drazo. nigh. to my Soul, which of itſelf © 


x 
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The ble 


== which flow out of this Paſſion, doth there- 
MH vwithal aſſure us likewiſe of all the Hap- 
1 pineſs to come, whereof the received Graces 


under this third Notion . is a certain 
Pledge. 

2. Now, though what is given before- 
hand for Earnęſt, and what is engaged by 


of Validity and Obligingneſs, yet the 
quite differ many times both in their Uk: 


ed upon Account for Part of that Payment 


the Eyes of Cherubims in beholding the 
 Myftteries, and all the Hands of the nu- 
merous Iſraelites in gathering up all the 
Manna that it contains 3- yet it hath one 
other Side or Proſpect more, which goes 
beyond the two — as much as the 
future Bleſſings exceed the preſent, and as 
the Glory which we hope for exceeds the 
ſmall Degree of Grace which we poſſeſs. 
lee Communion, which is a ſpe- 
cial Inſtrument ordained of Chriſt, both 
to preſent anew (as to our Uſe) his Pa 
ion, and to convey on us the preſent Graces 


are a hopeful Earneſt, and this Sacrament 


way of Pledge, come all to one in Point 
and in their intrinfical Value. Whence it 
comes to paſs, that Earneſts may be allow- 


which. is promiſed; whereas Pledges are 
recalled 


ed 2 as * 


— 
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recalled and taken back; as the Seal and 
Staff of Juda once were, Gen. xxx vii. 
Thus for Example, Zeal, Chatity, and 
thoſe Degrees of Holineſs which God be- 
ftows at the Uſe of holy Sacraments, will 
remain {till ours in Heaven, and there 
make Part of our Happineſs ; whereas the 
Sacraments themſelves ſhall be kept back, 
and ſhall not appear more in Heaven than 
did the cloudy Pillar in Canaan, or do 
now the Shadows of the Law under the 
Time of the Goſpel. Certainly we fhall 
have no Need either of theſe facred 
Images of Chriſt, when we ſhall ſee him 
Face to Face, or of theſe Pledges to af- 
ſure us of that Glory, which is to be re- 
vealed, when we fhall actually poſſeſs it. 
But till that Day, the holy Communion 
hath this third Uſe, namely, of bemg a 


| Pledge and an Aſſurance from the Lord, 


that in his good Time he will crown us 
with everlaſting Happineſs. .. 
3. Our bleſſed Saviour pointed at it 
when he ſaid to his Diſciples, (the holy 
Cup being in his Hand) that he would 
drink no more of that Fruit, till he-ſhontd 
drink it new in the Kingdom of his Fa- 
ther, Zake xxii. 18, In the real ag 


* 5 


2 
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God, His Church and Heaven go both 
together; that being the Way —4 leads 
to this, as the holy Place to the Holieſt; 
and both holy Place and Holieſt come to 
this one Thing, which Chriſt calls the 
Kingdom of God. Let them not, whom 


he hath invited to eat and drink at Abra- - 


Bam's Table, trouble themſelves about the 
Room where our bleſſed Saviour will feed 
them; for though it were but in this infe- 
rior Part of the Ki om, where this 
Patriarch was faithful, it is a ſufficient Aſ- 
ſurance that in time he will alſo make 
them fit in that other Palace, where this 
holy Man is now happy : And whoſoever 
are, . to the Dinner of the Lamb 
fam, Matt. xxii. 4. unleſs they be want- 

ing to themſelves, gn not doubt of be- 


| | 3 ing admitted to that wedding Supper of 


the ſame Lamb, who once was dead, but 
now is living for Ws Luke xiv. 16, 
Rev. xix. 9. 


4. The Conſequence and Connexion 


that theſe two Feltivals have one with the 

Ne was moſt ſweetly alluded to by gur 
| when he asked the Diſc ples, 
be abel of feng 6 bs Right Bd 


© in a Glory, whether TOR could paſs to 
it 


„„er eouug gal M6 - QA 


vl, —_— 


© end Surfer. Gt 
it capt the ſume Bapri/m ant the faine 
Cup, Mark x. 37, 38. And St. Paul meant 
as much, when he faid, that by the holy 


| Euchariſt we ſet forth the Lord's Deatt 


till he come, 1 Cor. xi. 26. Both referring 
and continuing this holy Myftery to the 
ſecond Coming of Chriſt; not only as to 
the End where it muſt ceaſe, but chiefly 
to the Scope that it looks to; and to that 
Happineſs at his coming, where it muft 
be tulfilled. And truly, fince our Saviour 


ſcarce ever of his own Death, but 
as a Forerunner and tive to his 
Reſurrection, and often joins in one 


Claufe, and delivers as it were with one 
Breath, both his Crucifixion a his 11 


ry, Mart x. 34. it is very fit, unleſs we 
put aſunder theſe two fp Fry : which 


Chrift commonly did put roger, tha | 
the Sacrament which be inſtituted 
poſely to repreſent the one, neh is 
already accompliſhed, ſhould at the leaft 
caſt an Eye towards the other which we 
look for. 

5. Nay it muſt look and lead that way 
upon another and much ſtronger Neceſh- 
ty. Our Saviour hath given us three 
Kinds of Life by his Paſſion, and wa 
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miſes to nouriſh and maintain us in every 
one of them, by theſe Tokens of Bread 
and Vine, which he hath made his Sacra- 
ment. This Sacrament affords Help and 
Improvement for two as tis ſaid before, 
but there is a third more, that we are not 
yet come to: This is that eternal Life, 
= which this preſent World is too vile 
an Element, and we our ſelves as yet too 
vile Veſſels. Till we acquire by Grace 
and pious Endeavours a greater Perfecti- 
on, and till we grow to that Stature as 
may fit us to bear up that Weight of e- 
ternal Glory: We are neither of Age to 
enjoy. our Inheritance, nor of Ability to 


thoſe noble Ornaments that attend it; and 
therefore it lyes hidden from us with 
Chriſt in God, and as it were under his 
Cuſtody. I know whom I have believed, 
and I am perſuaded he is able to keep that 


thatDay, 2 Tim. i. 12. that is, by Faith we 
depoſit this great Treaſure in the Hands 
of God to keep; and God by this Sacra- 
ment aſſures us, and engages himſelf, that 
he will both keep it ſafe for us, and reſtore 

it to us whenſoever we are fit for it. 


manage well that great Eſtate, and wear 


which I have committed unto him againſt 


6, 1 
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 citated by theſe Graces, God and his Chrilk 
will faithfully ſurrender tous the Purchaſe 


oO — ROD 


6. This third Uſe is the Conn and ag 
Accomplihment of the two other : And 
h the Sacrament hath three aces, 
be three ſeveral Ways, the — 


main End, theſe three aim at one and the 


Jame Glory, The firſt Uſe of this Sacrament | 


is, to ſet out as new and freſh the 
and holy Sufferings which have — 


our Title to everaſing E e che 


ſecond is, both to repreſent 


andi to afford us the Help W 


Graces (true Effluxes of hee Sufferings) 
to capacitate us towards it; and the third 
is, to aſſure us, that when WE are capa- 


itſelf, that is, eternal Happineſs. And 
theſe three Parts put together make. up 


the proper and true Senſe of theſe Words, Z 


Take and eat, this is my Body.: For the 
conſecrated Bread is not ſaid. to be the 


Lords Body only becauſe it repreſents the 


Lord's Body, buy becauſe alſo, as to our 
exhnbit it and as to our Happine 


| Heaven, bought with the Price of 15 | 


Body, it is: the moſt Mena Inſtrument to 
aſſure our Title to it. 


«1 
1 
2 


the preſent, and the future; yet as to the - 4 


preſent Uſe on Earth, — Gem 0 as 1 
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. 


no more the Body and Blood of Chriſt; 
about Rooms are commonly called Kings 


ſent them; but as Patents alſo grant- 
ed by Kings, or other Deeds and Evi- 
dences left in our Houſes by our Anceſ- 
tors, are called Lands, Eſtates and Man- 
nors, becauſe they convey over to us moſt 
really both the Title and Poſſeſſion of all 
the Goods which they mention. Repre- 
ſent to your Mind Jacob dividing among 
his Children every Parcel of his Eſtate, 
and withal ſurrendring the Titles that be- 
long to each Diviſion; take thou this, 
Foſeph, this is the Field which my Grand. 


the Land which I got from the Amorite, 
It is moſt certain that the ſurrendering of 
ſuch Inftruments (although in themſelves 
but Papers or Parchments) is in very Deed 
nothing leſs than giving away the very 
Lands: And Deeds and Lands may very 
well go together under one Name, ſince by 


ther Patents or Privileges, Fathers and 
| 3˖ö* 2 „ 


U = 7. Thus the conſecrated Elements are : 
in that Senſe that Pictures and Maps ſet 
and Countries, only becauſe they. repre- 


father Abraham bought of Hephron ; and |þ 
you, Manaſſeb, come you hither, this is 


whether Deeds or Lands, whe-. | 
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other Benefactors do both intend and effect ; 
the ſame Thing. If it happen ſometimes + ' 

among Men that Right and Poſſeſſion take 
not one Way; that our beſt Titles are 
laid afide, and that we cannot enjoy thoſe 
Eftates, whereof either our Kings or Fa- 


this falls out ſo by unhappy Rencounters 
of either Weakneſs, or 2 — or Ig- 
norance, which are not to be found in 
Chriſt. Here then Chriſt our bleſſed Sa- 
viour being deſirous before his Death, as 
by a Deed of his laſt Will, to ſettle upon 
his true Diſciples both ſuch a Meaſure of 
his Grace in this Life, as might in part 
make them holy, and after this Life ſuch 
a Fulneſs of all Bleflings, as might make 
them eternally happy; he delivers into 
s is their Hands, by way of Inſtrument and 
ite. (Conveyance, the bleſſed Sacrament of his 
Jody and Blood (the true Root and Stem 
ff all Bleflings) in the ſame Manner, as to 
is Intention, but in a ſurer Way, as to 
he Event and Effect, as Kings uſe to be- 
tow Dignities by the beſtowing of a Staff 
e by r Sword; and Fathers paſs as much as they 
he- leaſe of their Eſtates on their Children, 
y giving them ſome few Mritings. 
E D 2 8. The 


thers have left us moſt clear Evidences; 3 4 


Eſtates are. Therefore as the Kingdom o 
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8. The true-Reaſon. of all this is, be- fe 

| cauſe the Giver is not able to transfer in- 1 
to his Friends Hands Houſes and Lands, ge 
— they are of an immovable Nature; 1 
and therefore this muſt be ſupplied by 10 
ſubſtituting inſtead. of Lands, ſome Cere- xy 
| monies, Forms or Tokens, which may | +; 
viſibly paſs from Hand to Hand; and ſa 


ſhew to all Ends. and Purpoſes both the 
Intention that the one hath to paſs away, 
and the Power which the other hath to 
_ x? year what is given him. Now 
Eſtate, his Happineſs and 
85 Glory, his Eternity and his Heaven, 
axe not Things that may be moved more 
ealily, than the Lao on the Earth; 
and therefore not to be diſpoſed of in any 
other real Manner, than great immovable 


iſrael was once conferred upon David, 
with: ſome Drops of that ſacred Oil which 
Samuel on his Head, x Sam. Xvi. 13. 
ſo the Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt is in 
uli Value, — Heaven with all its Fulneſs 
0 in Gare Title inſtated on true Chriſtians 
- by theſe mall Portions which they re 
ceive at the blefled Communion: The 
Minister of Chriſt having, as to * 
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be- fe, as much Power from his Maſter for 
what he acts, er al 1 40 
nds, gel ever had for what they did. u 
ure ; 1 9. Hence it appears, what Crime it is, 
1 by not to diſcern the Lord's Body. It is to de 
ere- | worſe than Eſau did, who fold his'Birth- 
may right for a Trifle ; it is to value at the . 
and ſame Rate the Anointing of a Prophet, 
the | and the Com of a Perfumer ; it is 
ways iſ to take the Lord's Body for a deſpicable 
Morſel of Bread; in a Word, tis to per- 
form the Action of a Beaſt, that devours 
but the groſs and earthy Matter of this 
Sacrament, and to have nothing of a Chri- 
ſtian or rational Creature, who elevates 
his Soul to that Body, which by Chriſt's 
Inſtitution it ents, and to the Price 
of that Body, which it promiſes. For ſince 
the proper Eſſence of ſaered Signs or Sr. 
craments conſiſts not in what they 
their Nature, -but in what we; 2 by 
divine Inftitution z hence it happens in 
libly, that when the — abuſed, 
_ the Injury muſt needs light not them, 
in their own natural Banda Bread Wineand 
Vater, which upon this Koda are not at 
all confiderable, but upon the holy Myſte- 
ries, the Body and Blood of Chriſt him- 
2 D 3 3 
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ſelf, who is the main Object of their for- 
mal Being, that is their Signification. 
And — Hy the Apoſtle ſpeaks moſt 
exactly, when he ſays, that whoſoever 
eats of this Bread unworthily, doth not 
diſcern, or doth not ſanctify, but uſes as 


a a common and profane Thing the very 


Body of Jeſus Chriſt. 
10. In this profane Want of Diſcerning, 


tis hard to be, whether the Sin or the 


Puniſhment be the greater: For the Sin 
is abominable, ſince not the Bread, but 
Chriſt himſelf ſuffers the Wrong; the 
Bread being not here concerned at all, nor 
more abuſed by the Villain that abuſes the 


Sacrament, than is the Earth, the Water, 


or any other common Matter of human 


Bodies by the Murderer that kills a Man; 
1 . Beal and Marble by the Re- 
bels, who pull down their Princes Staluss; 
or than Parchment, Paper, and Ink, by 


that unnatural Son, who tares and tram- 
les upon the Deeds, and the laſt Will of 
ry F hey, Only there is this 2 a 


that in theſe laſt Inſtances the Out 


proceeds but from the Earth, the Braſs, 
the Marble, the Paper, and other. ſuch 


common Matter, to the Man, King, or 
* Father's 


Father's Perſons, who ſhould have bee 
conſidered, and who alone ſuffer the 


Wrong; whereas in abuſing the bleſſed 


Sacraments, the Sin flies a great deal 
higher, namely, to the very Face of Jeſus 
Chriſt, for whoſe Body and Blood they 


ſtand. So that as the holy Communion is 


not expoſed in the Church under the No- 
tion of Bread and Wine, the faithful Com- 
municants do ap there to receive- 
Chriſt, and the Faithleſs to abuſe him. 

11. But if his Attempt is impious, the 
Puniſhment that attends it is moſt dread- 
ful. It is a very fad Miſchance when 

tear, like looſe: Paper, all 


Dogs or A 
to fitters, the Titles and Aſſurances of a 
good Eſtate; and who would not pity A 


that Wretch, who in his mad Paſſion 

thrown into the Sea the very Keys which 
were given hin, to juſtify the Propriety 
of vaſt Treaſures in ſuch Houſes as theſe 
Keys might open? Blind Villains, ye can- 
not diſcern, either among theſe Papers 


the original Deeds of your Eſtate, or a- 


mong all theſe Inſtruments the Keys that 
might both aſſure and give you Admit- 
tance to immenſe Riches. 


D 4 Cup 


s. Whenſoever 
ye eat of this Bread, and drink of this 
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f 4 | and Blood of your Saviour, which would 


l 4 impious and unhappy Men, ye deſpiſe and 
att away from you both the Salvation 


"1 3 Lord Feful! who haſt ue! 
l! this Myſtery for a Communion of ty 


Cup thus unworthily, unhappy Men, ye 
do not diſcern the Pledges of your Sa/va- 
tion ; nay, moſt impiaus as ye are, ye nei- 
ther diſcern, nor will honour the Body 


Salvation to you. . At once, both 


and the Saviour ! 


cc wr. ao _ «_ .. Oe 


| ne a Means f Advancement 
Profictency in Holineſs; and for.an 
znfallible Pledge of eternal Salvation, 
525 thou hf purchaſed by thy Body, 


aud which thou prepareft thy People to 


receive by this cy in 2 1 
now, Lord, in Mercy hook on me, belp || 
my Unbelief, — my Faith, and || 
order the Soul of thy Servant, who i is 
to take theſe by gn, (Then fince || 
' thou thyſelf originall . giveſt them; ll - 
though not immediately, but by the Mi- 


n of thy Bete, in gi then 
n 


* ANT iv. i 


bleſs them allo; and bleſs them wil F 


| , oy 4 * 
a 3 
; * * 
** 60 * * J 
9 1 4 1 4 


receive them hat they may be — 
to ſettle me in the Communion” of ] 
Stffer ings 1obich they exhibit and net 
forth; 0 feed me with that. living 1 
Bread ubich they preſent, and to ſun e- 
tify me for that eternal Happineſs. 1 
which | they promuſe. O Lord, thow _ 
my Sempleneſs, my Groaning is 
not bid from thee; look on a poor Sin- 
ner at thy . as thou didft __ 
who hung by thy Croſs. O Lord my 
Gad, 4 . — when thou: 
art come. into thy Kingdom. A | 
13. Eternal Prag, who art gene 
»þ on high, there to receive Gifts. for 
Men, fill my Heart, I beſeech thee,, 
with Bleſfin s out of of thy holy Seat, a 
now thou "GILG. my Mouth with the bo- 
ly Things of thy Church; and fo diſpoſe 
me by thy Grace to eat both ſpiritually | 
a really, the Fleſh. of that Sacrifice 
bach thou didjt offer without the Gate, 


* * Luke xxiii. 42. 
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and which this Sacrament ſets before 


me here in thy Courts, that thence 1 


may be admitted into that holieſt Sanc- 
* Fruary, which thy Sacrifice hath. open- 


ed, and which this Sacrament invites 
me to, This is the Bread which. the 


Lord hath prepared for. his\ Chi wy 
and which he ſends me now by the Han 

_ of one of bis Angels.) O that in the 
Strength of this Meat I may walk, as 


Elijah did, my forty Days, or, as If- 
_ my for 4 56h and come at laſt 
ountain, where without 
the Help of any Bread or the Miniſtry 
of any Angels,) I ſhall ſee my God Face 
20 Face. Eternal and bleſſed, and bleſ- 


| fing Spirit of God, bleſs me now, and 


help me to drink ſo worthily of this 
Fruit of the Vine, that I may drink 
it new in the Kingdom of my Father. 


8ection 
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1. II ãs a certain Truth, that there never. | 


and burnt among them. Thus the Pagans - 


do not appear. ſo often as they did in anci-- 
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Section VI. 


Of the boh Euchariſt, ar it implies a Sacrifice... | 
And firſt of the Commemorative Sacrifice. 4 


I was on Earth a true Religion with-- © 
out ſome kind of Sacrifices; and *tis a ves 4 
ry great Lie to ſay, that now the Chriſti- 
ans ſhould want them. The Jews and the 
Pagans, who firſt aſperſed the Church of 
Chriſt with this Slander, did it upon ſuch 
a Reaſon as beeame: them, becauſe they, - 
ſaw neither Altars ſet up, nor Beaſts ſlain 


accuſed the Jews of adoring nothing but 
Clouds, becauſe: they had no Gods of 
Stone or Silver in their Synagogues; and | 
thus ſilly Men may think now, that the 
World is deſtitute of Angels, becauſe they } 


ent Times, in the Shape and Forms of 
Men. The Truth is, as what appeared 
like a Body, was not an Angel; nor what 
was Stone or Silver could be a God; nei- 
ther the Slaughter of poor Beaſts could e- 
ver be true Sacrifice. Thou delighteſt not in: 
4412 84011 | y ; © 4 BN Obla. 
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* Oblations ; the Sacrifice of God is a broken 


* Spirit. Many among the Jews much leſs 


ERS « lg the Prophets were, 
confeſſed as much; nor certainly could 


any Reaſon permit them to imagine, that 


F Im and Blood, which in all their Scrip- 
ture paſſes both for the weakeſt and 


i | {| vileſt of Things, could be the beſt and the 
foundeſt Part of Sacrifices. | 


- 2. Of all the carnal Sacrifices, which 
the Jews do reduce to fix Kinds, (beſides 
many more Oblations) none ever had any 
faving Reality, as to the waſhing away 
of Sins, but in Dependance on Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: and as to our Service and Duty _ 
towards God, which they were alſo to re- 
preſent, none had this ſecond End fo fully 
performed under the Law as it muſt be 
under the Goſpel. The bleſſed Commu- 


nion alone, when whole, and not muti- 


= lated, concenters and brings together theſe . 
two great Ends, (full Expiation of Sins, 
and acceptable Duty to God) towards 
| &} which all the old Sacrifices never look'd, 
| (FF but as either ſimple Engagements or weak 
Wy. Shadows. As for the firſt, which is Ex- 


tation of Sins, tis moſt certain that the 
te of Jeſus Chriſt alone hath been 
SY ſufficient 


and Sacrifice. 7% 
ſufficient ſor it; and that if all, both 
Men and Angels were joined to it, it were 
e, not to add to, but to receive from its Ful-· 
d ] neſs. It is moſt certain alſo, that this great 
at Sacrifice being both of an infinite Virtue 
J- to ſatisfy the moſt ſevere Juſtice, and of 
1E an infinite Virtue to produce at ance all 
1e the Effects that can be expected of it; it 
vere Impiety to think it ſhould need 

be done again, as weak and infirm Cauſes 
muſt, in order to make up by Degrees, | 
and at ſeveral Times, their full Effects. 
This was perhaps the want of Faith, which 
the holy Scripture taxes in Moſes, Numb. 


ty X. 12. (which it is hard to find in wy 
e- thing elſe) to ſtrike a ſecond Time, TS. 
ly without Order, that myſterious Rock, 
De which to ſtrike once had been enough; for 
1 this ſecond Blow could proceed but of a 
i- faithleſs Miſtruſt that the firſt, which alone 
ie. was commanded, could not fufhce. But 
8, it were a much greater Offence both a- 
as gainſt the Blood of Chriſt, to queſtion its 1 
d, infinite Worth, and againſt the Inſiniteneſss 
kk and Immenſity of this Worth, to charge 
X- it with ſome Emptineſs, which any Re-ite- 
ie ration could fill up. Therefore as the ex- 
N piatory Sacriſice, which Chrift offered up- 
1t 4515.0 | on 
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76 
on the Croſs, was infinitely able to do at 


. ly ſuperfluous as to its real Effect, but al- 
ſo moſt injurious to Chrift in the very 


vout Commemoration to be offered up 
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Sacrifice, as tis itſelf and in itſelf, it can 
never be re iterated; yet by way of devout 
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once whatever an infinite Number of other 
Sacrifices had been able to do, either all 
together at one Time, or each of them ſe- 
verally, during the Succeſſion of all Ages, 
the Offering of it muſt needs be One on- 
ly; and the Re-iteration of it were not on- 


Thought and Attempt. 

| "Neverthelels this Sacrifice, which by 
a real Oblation was not to be offered more 
than once, is:by an euchariſtical- and de- 


every Day. Fhis is what the Apoſtle calls, 
to ſet. forth the Death of the Lord; to ſet it 


forth, I fay, as well before the Eyes of 
God his F ather, as before the Eyes of all 


Men; and what St. Auſtin did explain, 
when he faid, that the holy Fleſh of Jeſus 
Chriſt was offered up in three Manners; 
by Prefguring Sacrifices under the Law, be- 
fore his coming into the World, in rea! 
Deed upon the Croſs; and by a Commema- 
rative after he is aſcended into 
Heaven. All comes to this firſt, that the 


Celebra- 


and Sacrifice. 77 
Celebration and Remembrance, it may 


nevertheleſs be re-iterated every Day. Se-. | 


condly, That whereas the holy Euchariſt 
is by itſelf a Sacrament, wherein God of- 
fers unto all Men the Bleſſings merited by 
the Oblation of his Son, it likewiſe be- 
comes by our Remembrance a kind of 
Sacriſſis alſo; whereby, to obtain at his 
Hands the ſame Bleſſings, we preſent and. 
expoſe before his Eyes that ſame holy and. 
precious Oblation once offered. Thus the 
ancient /razlites did continually repreſent 
in their ſolemn Prayers to God, that Co- 
venant which he had made once with A 
braham, Iſaac and Jacob, their Forefathers. 
Thus did the Jeu in their Captivity turn 
their Faces towards either the Country or. 
the Temple where the Mercy-Seat and the 
Ark were, which were the Memonal of 
his Promiſes, and the ſacramental e- 
ment of his Bleſſings. And thus the Chri- 
ſtians in their Prayers do every Day inſiſt 
upon, and repreſent to God the Father 
e meritorious Paſſion of their Saviour, 
as the only ſure Ground, whereon both 
God may give, and they obtain, the Bleſ- 
ſings which they do pray for. Now, nei- 
the the Hraelites had ever Temple or Ark, 
or 


Ll — — 


1 
mW ordered to repreſent from God his Maſter, 
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58 The Chriftiati Sacrament 
or Mercy-Seat, nor the Chriſtians have 
any - Ordinance, Devotion, or Myſtery, 
that may prove to be ſuch a bleſſed and 


effectual Inftrument to reach to this ever- 


laſting Sacrifice, and to ſet it out ſo ſo- 


lemnly before the Eyes of God Almigh- 


ty, as the holy Euchariſt is. To 


en it is 
a facred Table, where God's 7 


the Paſſion of his dear Son, as till freſh 
and ſtill powerful for their eternal Salva- 
tion; and 7o God it is an Altar, whereon 
Men myſtically preſent to him the ſame 
Sacrifice as ſtil! bleeding, and ſtill ſuei 

for Expiation and Mercy. And bovine 
it is the High- Prieſt himſelf, the true A- 
nointed of the Lord, who hath ſet up 
expreſly both this Table and this A. 
tar for theſe two Ends, namely, for the 
Communication of his Body and Blood 
to Men, and for the Repreſentation and 


# Memorial of both to God; it cannot be 
". doubted but that the one muſt be moſt 
advantageous to the penitent Sinner, and 


the other moſt acceptable to that good 
and | 

in his Son; and who loves of himlelf the 
repenting and the fincere Return 'of his. 


gracious Father, who is always pleaſed 
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4. Hence one may ſee both the great 
Uſe and Advantage of more frequent Com- 


munion, and how much it concerns us, 
whenſoever we go to receive it, to lay 


out all our Wants, and pour out all our 
Grief, our Prayers, and our Praiſes be- 
fore the Lord in ſo happy a Conjuncture. 
The primitive Chriſtians did it ſo, who 
did as ſeldom meet to preach or prays 
without a Communion, as did the old I/ 
_—_— to worſhip without a Sacrifice. 

n ſolemn Days eſpecially, or upon great 
Exigencies they —— this Help of ſa- 
cramental Oblation as the moſt powerful 


Means the Church had to ſtrengthen their } 


Supplications, to the Gates of Hea- 
ven, and to force in a manner God and 
his Chriſt to have Compaſſion on them; 
The People of Hyael, for the better Per- 
formance of Prayer and Devotion; - went 
up to the Tabernacle and the Temple, 
becauſe (beſides other Motives) both theſe 
were Figures of that Body which was to 


be ſacrificed : Wherefore Chriſt calls his 


Body this Temple, John ni. 19. and the firſt 
Chriſtians went up to their Churches, there 
to meet with theſe Myſteries, which do 
repreſent him both as already facrificed, 


and 


80 The Chriſtian Sacrament 

and yet as in ſome ſort offering and giving 
up himſelf. Thoſe in Worſhipping ever 
turning their Eyes, their Hearts, their 
Hopes towards that Altar and Sacrifice, 
whence the High-Prieſt was to carry the 
Blood into the SanFuary ; and theſe look- 
ing towards the Croſs and their crucified 
Saviour there, through his Sufferings hope 
for a Way towards Heaven; being en- 
couraged to this Hope by the very Me- 
morial which they both take to themſelves, 
and ſhew to God of theſe Sufferings. 
Laſtly, Jeſus, our eternal Prieſt, being 
from the Croſs, where he ſuffered without 
the Gate, gone up into the true Sanctua- 
ry, which is Heaven, there above doth 
continually preſent both his Body in true 
Reality, and as Aaron did. the twelve 
Tribes of Hrael in a Memorial, Exod. xxviil. 
29. And on the other Side, we beneath 
in the Church preſent to God his Body 
and Blood in a Memorial, that undef this 
Shadow of his Croſs, and Image of his 
Sacrifice, we may preſent ourſelves before 
him in very Deed and Reality. 


5. O Lord, who ſeeſt nothing in me, 
that is truly mine, but Duſt and Ale, 
by OE * f 


1ving 
ever 
their 
rifice, 
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d Sacrifice, 81 
and which is worſe, finful Fleſh and 
Blood ; look upon what I have of thee, 


ſome ſmall Remnant of thine Image, ſome 
[mall Beginnings of thy Grace, and ſome 
light Sparks of thy Spirit. But becauſe 


all theſe are dęfective, Jah them, O 
Lord, pl thy Mercy, and with the Sa- 
cri ee of thy Son. Not unto us, O Lord, 


nat unto us, but to thy Name, and thine 
Anointed give the Praiſe. 


Turn thine 


Eyes, O merciful Father, to the Satis 


faction and Interceſton of 'thy Son, who 


now fits at thy Right-hand ; to the Seals 
of thy Covenant, which lye before thee 
upon this Table; and to all the Wants 
4% iAreſſes which a Iſo thou ſeeſs in 
my Heart. 0 Father, glorify thy Son 
whom thou haſt ſent into this World; O 
Son, bleſs thou this Sacrament aubi cb 
thou haft ordained for thy Church, and 


ſend with it ſome Influence of that Spi- 
rit whom 12 haſt promi ſed to all Fleſh; 
that by the H. elþ of theſe Mercies, the 
al £34 the Church, our Fleſh and Souls. 

glorify thee now and ever, Father, 
Section 


Sor, and holy Spirit, Amen, 
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more towards the beating up, or bearing 
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Concerning the Sacrifice of our own Perſons, 
I. is either the Error or the Incogi- 


h tancy of too many Chriſtians, which 
makes them ſometimes believe and oftner 


live, as if under the Goſpel there were no 
other Sacrifice but that of Chrift upon the 


Croſs. It is very true indeed, there is no 
other, nor can there be any other ſufficient 
and proper for this End, of /atisfying God's 
Juſtice, and expiuting our Sins, I baus 
traden the Wine-preſs alone, and of the People 
there was none with me; I looked, and there 
was none to belp, Efai. Ixiv. 3, g. In this 
Reſpect, though the whole Church ſhould 
in a Body offer up herſelf as a Burnt-Sacri- 
fice to God, yet could ſhe. not contribute 


away the Wrath to come, than all thoſe in- 


nocent Souls who ſtood near Jeſus Chriſt 
when he gave up the Ghoſt, did towards 
the darkening of theSun,or the ſhaking of 
the whole Earth. But that which is not 
fo much as uſeful, much lefs neceſſary to 
this eternal Sacrifice, which alone _ 


redeem Mankind, is indiſpenſably 
ceſſary and. uſeful, that we 
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both ne- 
may have a 

Share in this Redemption. So that if the Sa- 
cnfice of ourſelves, which we ought to 
offer up to God, cannot procure Salvation, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary to receive it. 
2. As the old Law never introduced 
Aaron officiating before the Lord, with- #4 
out the whole People of Mael, repreſent. 
ed both by the twelve Stones on his E- 


phod, and the two other on his Shoulders, 


Exod. xxviii. 12, 30. The Goſpel moſt 
commonly deſcribes. Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Church, not only as two Parties, that do 
nothing the one without the other, but 


ſometimes alſo as one Perſon alone; as 


particularly, 1 Cor, xii. 12. Chriſt acts, 
officiates and ſuffers for his Body, in that 


Manner that doth become tlie Head; 


and. the Church, ien , 


the Motions and Sufferings of this he- 


venly and holy Head, in ſuch a Manner 
as is poſſible to its weak Members. 
3. The main if not the whole Divinity } 
of St. Paul, as well in Point of Faith, as f 
Chriſtian Life, runs upon this Conformity 1 
both of Actions and Sufferings; and that 
of St. John likewiſe upon this ſame Com- 


munion. 


1 : 
: . 
4 . 
. « 
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munion, The Truth is, our Saviour had 
neither Birth, nor Death, nor Reſurrec- 
tion, here on Earth, but ſuch as we ought 
to conform us to; as he hath neither Aſcen- 


fron, nor Throne, nor everlaſting Life, 


nor Glory, but ſuch as we may alſo have 
in Heaven common with him. 

4. This Conformity or Likeneſs to Chriſt, 
which (as the Hebrews uſe to ſpeak) is the 
Foundation and Pillar, that is, the grand 


Principle of the whole Chriſtian Inftitu- 


WE tion, relates more directly to our Duty a- 
bout his Sufferings, and then to our Hap- 


pineſs about his Exaltation. And the Com- 
munion,which is the other greatFundamen- 
tal that St. John hath ſtill in his Mouth, 
points more at this, and pre-ſuppoſes _ ; 


and both make up a full Comment u 


the Words which our Saviour ſo o 

commanded his Diſciples, to follow . ; 
thereby ſi ifying both the Labour, and 
the Succeſs of this moſt important Four- 
ney; for without Doubt we ſhall follow 
him into Heaven, if we will follow him 
here on Earth; and we ſhall have Com- 
munion with bim! in his Glory, if we will 


keep 1. E with _ eee in his S | 


| ferings.” 


5. Theſe 
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5. Theſe three Expreſſions, to follow, 
to be like, or have Conformity, and to have 
Communion, which are the moſt eſſential 
Clauſes in the Charter and Charge of Chriſ- 
tianity, are not to be limited to the Imi- 
tation of Chriſt's Morals only, as when 
| he bids us be holy as he is holy, &c. but they 
iſt, oblige all his Diſciples to follow and imi- 
the tate him likewiſe, as much as in them- 
and I lyes, throughout all the other Parts of 
itu- his Life, and the very Functions of his 
7 a- Offices. For we muſt be regenerated in his 
ap- Birth, die on his Croſs, be buried in his 
on- Grave, bear his Shame in his Tribulati-  } 
en- ons; ina Word, Chriſt and Chriſtians are- 
ith, and muſt be continually together, I bere 
laat; 1am, there my Servant ſhall be alſo, John 
n xi. 26. But of all theſe Duties the moſt 
en fundamental and moſt indiſpenſable is 
m; chat of bearing Part of his Croſs, and dy- 
and ing with him in Sacrifice, 7 
91 V 6. Never did the Son of God intend 
low any more to offer himſelf for his People, 
Aim without- his People, than did the High- 
m- Prieſts of the Law to offer themſelves for 
will Iſrael without his Ephod, the Memorial 
22 of them. Chriſt preſented himſelf to God 
In this great Temple, which is the World, 


at 
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at the Head of whole Mankind, as did the 
Firſt-born of Egypt, who alſo did prefigu- 
rate him, every one in his Houſe, at the 
Head of his Family. He came as a volun- 
tary Victim to the Altar, being attended 
on by his /ae!, who as it were with their 
Hands laid all their Sins upon his Head. 
Therefore as it was nece that they, 
who ſought for Atonement, ſhould wait 


upon the Sacrifice; and that whoſoever - 


would eſcape the Deftroyer, or other 
ſhould keep themſelves within 
that Iouſe, where either the Firſt- born, 
or the Paſchal Lamb was deſtroyed; by 
the ſame Neceſſity, whoſoever do pre- 
tend to eternal Salvation, muſt needs ap- 
pear within that Houſe, about that Al- 
tar, and that Croſs, whereon this Firſt- 
born of every Creature, and this eternal 
both Prieſt and Sacrifice was pleaſed to 
offer up himſelf. - "ut 
7. By this ſtanding and appearing at the 
Altar under the Law the Sinners indeed 
did not die, the Vidtim alone being burn- 
ed and deſtroyed but beeauſe they laid 
their Hands on it, when it was dying, and 


fell (for Prayer and Worſhi p) on their Faces 
down to the Ground, en it did fall 
bloeding 
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ie || bleeding to Death, they were as well as the 
very Victim, reputed to offer up them- 
je ſelves: So the trueſt Chriſtians likewiſe 
1- are neither crucified nor deſtroyed in that 
4 | Manner that their Maſter and Saviour was; 
ir yet, 1. Becauſe they look towards, and caſt 
d. | themſelves upon his Croſs and Sufferings, 
y, || 25 the only Means both of expiating for 
:it their Sins, and of Salvation for their Souls. 
er 2. Becauſe of the great and ſharp Grief 
er | which they do ſuffer who ſincerely think 
in on the Son of God thus dying, and which 
is more, thus dying only for their Sakes, 
which to them is as it was to the bleſſed 
Virgin, a Sword to pierce their Hearts, and 
likewiſe to pierce and crucify to Death . 
their Sins. 3. Becauſe their whole Body of 
Sin being by this Crucifixion really over- 
maſtered and wounded, there remains no 
Life-in them, but what they may and will 
offer up and dedicate to God's Service. 
he The Saviour thus offering himſelf, and 
ect || the Saved fo united to him by Faith, fo 
_ 2 both _ the e as —_— 

. rief for his Sufferings, and ſo reſigned 
- up and conſecrated S his Will, for the 
des Remnant of their Life, are both accounted 
e11 before God for one and the ſame Sacri- 
ice. == 8. It 


1 ſuch as were the firſt Fruits and the Lump p, 


ſelves to God, that they may be ſanctified 


ſanctify 
that Harveſt, which afterwards ſhould be 


ſdzheir Head. 
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8. It is the ame, firſt, by Imputation, 


Rom. xi. 16. The Ears of Corn and the 
Harveſt, which were both together in- 
volved in, and made holy by ove Offering, 
Levit. xxiü. 10, 11. In this Senſe Jeſus 
Chriſt dying upon the Croſs, was made 
the feſt Frots of ham that offered them- 


QB Segen 


Cl 


by his Death and Sacrifice. If ove be dead 
then all are dead, as he was made the fir/t 
Fruits of them that ſleep, that they ſhould 
be quiekened by his Reſurrection. But, I bei 


— as the Lump or Maſs may in ¶ cor 


ſome Caſe either loſe or not get at all the ¶ bee 
Privilege and Holineſs of the firſt Fruits, Cor 
(for — ple, a few Sheaves of Corn, 
which the 2 had offered unto 
the Lord, could * no Means 


eaten in the Service, or in the Temple of (Inf 
an Idol) two real Actions are required to thro 
make good this Imputation, * to Join ¶ Jeſu. 
the Chriſtians to the Sacrifice of Chriſt eth. 
Savic 
9. The firſt is, that they endeavour to o E 
ects their finful Members as really as nd 
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fied: So that the Feet, that before did run 
to Evil, the violent Hands that did injure, 
the greedy Eyes that did covet, and all 
thoſe Members of the Fleſh that were 
Weapons of Wickedneſs, may by this 
Croſs and Sacrifice be moſt really bound, 
and in a good meaſure deftroyed as to their 
ion. I do glory in the Croſs of Neſus 
Chrift, by which the World is cruciſted unto 
me, and I unto the World, Gal. vi. 14. So 
Teſus Chriſt, and his whole Church, and 
in this Church every true penitent Sinner 
being joined all together, do makeup that 
complete Sacrifice, which ſeems to have 
been prefigurated by the Sacrifice at the 
Conſecration of Aaron, Exod. xxix. 13, 14. 
whereof the Kidneys, and the Fat about 
to the Inwards were burnt, as a ſweet 
ify ſmelling Oblation, on the Altar; but all 
the Fleſh, the Skin, the Feet, the Dung, 
(Inſtruments and Emblems of Sin) were 
hrown and burnt without the Camp. For 
eſus Chrift and his Church ſo concur to- 
gether in one Oblation, that the bleſſed 
Saviour contributes all that can go up in- 
o Heaven to pleafe and appeaſe God; 
ind we, on our Part, do contribute but 
i- Frhat deſerves to be removed out of the 
_—_— &2 . - way, 
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way, the Corruption and Smell of Sin. 
The ſecond neceſſary Condition to the 
aforeſaid Imputation, (for no Imputation, 
either to Life or Death, can be juſt with- 
out ſome real Grounds to ſupport it)and to 
incorporate us into the Sacrifice of Chriſt's 
Body, is a ſerious Reſolution of Piety, and 
univerſal conſecrating both of our Perſons 
and all our Actions to God. I am cru- 
ciſied with Chriſt, that I may live to God. 
Now it is not I that live, but Chriſt lives 
in me, and the Life which I now lead in the 
Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for me, Gal. 
ii. 19. This Place muſt be ſo render'd accor- 
ding to the Diſtinction of both the Greek 
Copies, and all the Oriental Verſions. 
And this Act of the Church, conſecrating 
herſelf to God, and joining herſelf ſo to 
Chriſt, as to make but one Oblation with 
him, is the Myſtery repreſented by the 
daily Sacrifice, Ex. xxix. 38. Numb. xxviii. 3. 
10. This Sacrifice did conſiſt of two 
Parts; the firſt and chiefeſt was the Lamb, 
that did foreſhew the Lamb of God; and 
the ſecond was the Meat and Drinł- Offr- 
ing, made of F lower, mingled with Oil 
and Wine; all which being but an Addi- 
tional 
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tional thrown on the Lamb, Morning and 
n, Evening, was counted but for one and the 
h- | fame Sacrifice. Thoſe ſecondary Oblations, 
to | fo thrown and burnt upon the main Sacri- 
Q's | fice, ſignified properly theſe Offerings, 
ind | which Chriſtians muſt preſent to God, of 
4 themſelves, of their Goods, and of their 
ru. | Praiſes. From this Meat and Drink-Of- 
Jad. fering, which was added to more ſub- 
ines ſtantial Sacrifices, came the Bread and 


ze Wine to be uſed at the Celebration of 


God. Chriſt's Death: Which Bread in the 
Gal. | Communion conſidered as Sacrament, ſig- 
cor. | nifies the natural; but conſidered as Sacri- 
eek | Fee, it repreſents the myfical Body of Chriſt, 
5 d that is, his Church. For we that are many, 
ating faith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. x. 17. are one 
© told read. To this Purpoſe the holy Martyr 
with Huatius, Epift, Rom. being ready to be of- 
* fered up by Martyrdom, ſaid, he was the 
Mbeat of God, which was to be ground by 

Beaſts Teeth. Soon after the Church add- 
1 ed Oil and Frankincenſe to Breadand Wine, 
to make up the whole Ma- Offering which 
conſiſted of theſe four Things. The Truth 
Oi is, all what we can offer upon our own Ac- 
count is but ſuch an Oblation as this Meat 

and Drink-Offering of Moſes was, that 
E 3 cannot 
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cannot. be preſented but by the Virtue 
and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſupports 
it; and that can never aſcend up to Hea- 
ven but along with the ſacred Smoke of 
that great Burnt- Sacrifice, which is to car- 
ry it up thither. For on the one Side our 
own Perſons, our Works, or any Thing 
elſe that may be ours, are by themſelves 
_— weak, unſubſtantial Kinds of Offer- 
gs, gs, which cannot be preſented unto God, 
= cole but as theſe additional Oblatz. 
ons, which from — fall to the 
Ground, unleſs a more ſolid Sacrifice do 
ſuſtain them: And on the other Side, 
this ſolid and fundamental Sacrifice up- 
holds, faves and ſanctifies, but thoſe Per- 
ſons and T hings, that according to the 
Law of Moſes his Meat-Offerings, are 
thrown into this his Fire, are hallowed 
upon his Altar, and are together with him 
conſecrated to God by him. 

11. For this Cauſe red as ſoon as 
the Prophet had preached the co of 
this — Sacrifice, and the Prone 
tion and Happineſs, which it would fpread 
over all the World, he foretels at the ſame 
Time, that the Apoftles and their Succeſ- 
fors ( 4888 he n by Expreſſions pro- 
| per 


A 1 AO AD, oe Oe 


Fr 


2 8 e 5A. FJ 


and Sacher. 1 93 
per to that Oeconomy under which he 
did live) ſnould bring the Nations from all 


Parts of the Earth, as a» Offering unto the 


Lord, Eſai. Ixvi. And to the ſame Pu 

St. Paul himſelf ſpeaks of his Evangelical 
Office, as of a Sacrificing Priefthood ; and 
of the Gentiles, whom . did convert to 
Chriſt, as of ſo many Sacrifices which he 
preſented to the Lord. I exerciſe, ſays he, 
in the Goſpel a holy ſacerdetal Prieſthood, 
(for the Word legs, ſigniſies both) 


;hat the Oblation of the Gentiles may be ad. 


_ bei ng. pow by the holy Spirit, 
Rom. xv. 16. Hence proceeds tha that Me- 

thod, which he obſerves moſt con 

never to preach the Faith in Jeſus C 


without inviting preſently the Believers to 


offer up unto God, either their Bodies and 


Souls, Fe Rom. 111 or their Works of Ho—-— 


lineſs of Praiſe, of Charity, Sc. as eve- 
where elſe. And theſe are the ſpiritual 
rings which every true Chriftian muſt 
join, to caſt upon the fundamental Saeri- 
fice of Chriſt eſus. 
12. We know indeed that the univen- 
ſal Aſſembly of Chriſtians could never 
meet at the * Time or Place, either to 
follow Chriſt in a Body, when he went to 


E 4 offer 
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offer himſelf for them, or to fall upon 
their Faces and proſtrate themſelves to the 
Ground, when he bowed his Head under 
their Sins: Providence, that ſcatters Men 
up and down throughout all Places and 
Times of the World, permitting no Poſſi- 
bility of ſuch a general Meeting, But the 


Sacrifice of Chriſt, though it was confined 


to few Hours, and to a ſmall Parcel of 
Ground, as to the Suffering, yet being e- 
verliſtin infinite, and ſtill the ſame, as 
0 the Suffiency and Virtue of it, co-extends 
itſelf moſt perfectly to all, both Times and 


Places, —— and where thoſe ſcattered 


Members will ever come to offer up them- 
ſelves to God with their Head. And be- 
ſides this, the ſecond Part of his ſacerdo- 


tal Office, which conſiſts in interceding, 
continuing ſtill in the very Al, till the 


World's End; they that could not em- 
brace his Croſs, and join with him at that 
ſame Time that he offered himſelf, may do 
it every Day, and humble themſelves like 
poor Victims loaden with Sins and Miſe- 
ries, at the ſame Time that now he conti- 
nues ſtill actually interceding. So in all Pla- 
ces, at all Times, and upon any Emergen- 
cies, . the Believers will run 
1 them- 
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his Son Jeſus, they may ſtill receive the 
Favour of Acceptation, and that real Ef- 


flux of ſaving Odour from Chriſt, which 


was repreſented by that typical Holineſs, 


which the additional Oblation did receive 


from the principal Sacrifice, when it was 
adjoined to it. Whereas it is moſt certain, 
that all the Merit and Blood of Chrift 
ſhall no more ſave Men that will not 
draw near and join themſelves to Confor- 
mity and Communion of his Death, than 
the continual and other burning Sacrifices 
were ever able to conſecrate that Meat, 
that Wine, that Oil, and that Frankincenſe, 
which were not brought nor burned upon 
the ſame Altar with them. __ 

13. Now tho? all Men be called to this 
Conformity and Communion in the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, from the Time of thoſe 
Sufferings until there be no Times at all; 
and although the Days of aur. preſent 
Life have all the Privilege which theſe 
ſeven feaſt Days once had, when every one 
might gird his Loins, eat his unleavened 


95 * 
themſelves unto God, both with and by 


Bread, and kill his own Bullock as the 


Prieſt did facrifice the Paſchal Lamb, 
(which Bullock was 8 to the 
5 
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* Paſchal Lamb, that both might better ſuf- 
fice for the ſeven feſtival Days, beſides its 
other ritual and figurative Importance as 

a Sacrifice ; ) it is certain nevertheleſs that 
there are two more ſpecial and extraordi- 
| nary Days, wherein Chriſtians are invited 
by more urgent and proper Circumſtances, 
to preſent their Souls and Bodies, by way 
of ſecond Offering, upon the Sacrifice of 
their Saviour. The firſt is paſt, and that 
was when the Saviour offered himſelf to 
Death; when Heaven and Earth, Tem- 
ple and Graves ſhook at the Blow that kill- 
ed him; when pious Souls either ſtood 
immoveable, as the bleſſed Virgin hard 
by his Croſs, or in a manner crucified 
themſelves, beating their Breaſts as the 
Daughters of Ferſuſalem; and when every 
Diſciple might, by the very Conjuncture 
of allthe Things he ſaw, be moved to fay as 
Thomas, let us go and let us die with him, 
Joh. xi. 16. The other Time moſt favour- 
able and proper, next to that of his real 
Paſſion, is that of the holy Communion ; 
which, as it hath been explained, is a 
facramental Paſſion, where though the 
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Body be broken, and the Blood ſhed, but 
by way of repreſentative Myſtery, yet botn 
are as effectually and as truly offered forour 
own Uſe, if we go to it worthily, as when 
that holy and divine Lamb did offer him- 


ſelf the firſt Time. 


14. Therefore whenſoever Chriſtians 


approach to this dreadful Myſtery, and to 


the Lamb of God, hing and ſacrificed (as 


ſome fay that the holy Nicene Council | 


ſpeaks) upon the holy Table, it concerns 
ir main Intereſt in Point of Salyation, 


as well as in other Duties, to take a ſpecial . | 


Care, not to lame and deprive the grand 
Sacrifice of its own due Attendance ; but 
to behave themſelves in that Manner, that 
as both the principal and additional Sacrt- * 
fices were conſumed by the fame Fire, 
and went up towards Heaven in the fame 
Flame, fo Jesus Chrift and all his Mem- 
bers may jointly appear before God; this 


in a ſacramental Myſtery, theſe with their 


real Bodies and Souls, offering themſelves 


at the ſame Time, in the ſame Place, and 4 


by the fame Oblation : So that whoſvever -: 


are attending on this Sacrifice, fince the 


do it in Remembrance of their Saviour, 
once really dead, and every Day ſacramen- 
„ tally 


A 
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tally dying for them, (do this in Remem- 
brance of me) they do it in ſuch a Man- 
ner, 1. as may become faithful Diſciples, 
who are reſolved to die both for and with 
their Maſter; 2. as true and ſincere Mem- 
bers that cannot outlive their own Head ; 
and, 3. as truly penitent Sinners who dare 
not look for any Share in the Glory and 
Redemption, and Seſſion at the Right or 
Left-hand of their Saviour, unleſs after 
their Way they undergo the ſame Baptiſin, 
unleſs they will drink the ſame Cup, and 
unleſs they enter really into the Commu- 
nion of that Sacrifice and thoſe Sufferings, 
which their Maſter, their Head, and their 
Saviour hath paſſed through, and which 
this very Sacrament engages them to. 
15. Now this Communion doth require, 
firſt, a Conformity of Actions, that may in 
ſome ſort correſpond to all what Chriſt 
hath done as Prieſt; ſecondly, another 
Conformity of Mortifications, and Paſſions, 
that may likewiſe anſwer to whatſoever 
he hath ſuffered as a voluntary Victim. As 
-Prieſt, (for on this Occaſion all Chriſtians, 
after the Example of their Saviour, be- 
come Prieſts, ſince they offer themſelves 
to God) to follow all the Steps, and take 


upon 
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And hereafter Fit pleaſe thee, to uſe | 
' that Power which thou haſt,as Creator, 


ſure. I do now proteſt to 
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upon them all the Preparations, the Courſe 


of Life, and the like Diſpoſitions of Mind, 
which were ſeen in this bleſſed Melchiſe- * 


deck, when he preſented himſelf to _ | 


To this Effect the faithful Worſhip 
preſenting that Soul and Body, which 

fitted him with at his coming into this 
World, will lay them down at the Altar. 


Lo I come, if this Soul and Body 
may be uſeful to any thing, here they 
are both, to do thy Will, O God“. 


over Duſt and Aſhes, over weak F ſb 1 
and Blood, over a brittle Veſſel of Clay, 
over the Work of thine own Hands, bo * 
here they areto ſuffer alſo thy good Pla- 
my God, that 
if he pleaſe to afflift me either with | 
Pain or Diſhonour, I will humble my 
ſelf under it, and be obedient unto 1 
Death, even unto the Death of the 
Croſs + Whatſcever may happen to 
me, either from the Jews or Gentiles, 
„ Heb. x. 5, 7. + Phil. ii. 8. 
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from my Neigbbours, or from Strangers, 
ſince it is my God that employs them, 


| though they neither know, nor think it 


fo; unteſs at the ſame Time God help 
me to ſome lawful Means of ſecuring 


myſelf againſt their Wrongs, 1 will nat 
| bereafter open my Mouth before the 


Lord, who doth ſtrike me, except only 
to ſing the Pſalm, after I have eaten 


Paſſover, and to bleſs the Lord who 
gave them me, and intreat him for the 
Wicked, who- perhaps hath - maliciouſly 


gathered them, Hereafter no Man can 


UW take away any thing from me, no Life, 
w zo Honour, no Eſtate, fince I am ready 
= of my/elf to lay them drum, as ſoon as 


T can perceive that God requires them 


Wat my Hands. Nevertheleſs, O Fa- 
cher, if thou be willing, remove this 
Cup from me, yet i Imuſt drink it, 
& thy Will be done“. What kind ſoever 
/ Suffering hereafter may trouble my 


* Luke xxii. 42. Matt. xxvi. 42. 


bitter Herbs, that belong to this 


Fleſh, 
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Fleſh, or what kind foever of 2 


mM s worſe trouble t, 
Lr ample of his 2 


the Ex 
Pricf,” in the md of his bittereft 
Pains, O Father, A thy Hand * 7 


will ever remit my Life, and the dear- N 


eft Concernments that attend it. And 


if thou be phaſed, that either T live yet 


a-while or not, I will with my Saviour 
bow down my Head Þ ; 1 will adore 
thee under my Burthen, and humble 
mel i under (þ thy Hand; T wilt give vi 
what thou Aal be "pleaſed fo as 
Goods, Foys, &c. until at laſt 1 ur- 
render, and give up the Ghoſt. 


16. To this firſt Part of our | Conformity 
with Chrift as Prieſt, muſt be kd . 
whatſoever we read he did from his laſt 


Paſſover to his Paſſion, as far as we can 


imitate it ; as when he waſhed the Feet 
of his Diſciples ; when he prayed for his 
Murderers ; when he received with a 


mild Reply the Raſhneſs of him that ſtruck 1 


Las M. 46, + John xix. 30, 46. 
| him, 


_ her, forgive them; for they know not 
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him, committing all the reſt to God ; 
when he took that charitable Care of 
gently reſtoring the Ear to an inſolent Fel- 
— named Malchus ; when his diſmalleſt 
Agonies never kept him from comfortin 
a Penitent, this Day ſhalt thou be with me 
in Paradiſe, Luke xxiii. 43. nor from in- 
ſtructing good pious Souls, ye Daughters 
of Feruſalem weep not, &c. nor from in- 
terceding for his cruelleſt Enemies, Fa- 


.obat they do; nor from taking Care for 
his Relations, Woman, behold thy Son, &c. 
Fohn xix. 26. Hereupon the Succeſs of 
theſe both active and paſſive Diſpoſitions 
muſt needs be this, that God looking firſt 
to Abel, and finding him endued with that 
Spirit of Humility, of Charity, of Meek- 
neſs, and of Patience, which was alſo in 
Chriſt Feſus, Phil. ii. 5. he certainly will 
be pleaſed to lot alſo upon his Sacrifice, 
Gen. iv. 4. 

17. Beſides this firſt Conformity of 
holy Diſpoſitions, and, as it were, ſacer- 
dotal Ornaments, between Jeſus and his 
Diſciples, conſidered as they are Prieſts ; 
there muſt needs be alſo a Conformity of 
Death and Paſſion between them, — 

| CONN» 
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conſidered as Sacrifices. The firſt Confor- 
mity, which regards perſonal and prieſtly 
Endowments, is never ſo exact, nor ſo full 
as to adorn inferior Prieſts with all the pro- 
per Attire of Aaron, his golden Plate, 
uis embroidered Ephod, or his Mitre, or 
his Breaſt-Plate; yet it is never ſo defec- 
tive, but that he and they may, without 
Indecency, notwithſtanding the Inequa- 
lity of their Garments, officiate at one Al- 
tar. The ſecond Conformity which re- 
gards the Sacrifice,” is yet much ſhorter 
than the firſt, being between Things not 
only unequal in Degrees of Perfection, 
but different in their Nature, For really 
the Sacrifice of a living Creature, as the 
Lamb was, could not differ ſo much in 
Nature from dead and inanimate Offer- 


ings, (ſuch as the Meal, the Oil, and the Þ 


Wine were, which as ſecondary Sacrifices 
were added to the firſt) as the Sacrifice of 
Jeſus Chriſt differs from what poor Chriſti- 


ans either are in their Nature, or can offer 


up to God in Sacrifice, For of theſe two 
Sacrifices, asto their proper Conditions, the 
one is divine, almighty, and all-holy ; 
and the other is human, infirm, and fin- 
ful. And as to their ſeveral Ends, the 

one 
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one is made to procure and work Expia- 
tion, and the other only to get ſome Ca- 
pacity to receive it, The firſt and prime 

Sacrifice imparts to the ſecond its Righ- 
teouſneſs; and the ſecond is thrown up- 
on the firſt as a Burthen, only to charge it 
with all its Sins: Nevertheleſs, as under 
the Law, the Lamb and the Ob/ation add 
ed to it, did join in one Sacrifice, be- 
cauſe both were offered upon one Altar, 


der the Goipel, Chriſt and his Peo- 
le are accounted for one Oblation, When 
doth in their own proper Way are conſe- 
crated by the ſame Croſs, and are in ſome 
Manner alike obedient to Death. For we 
bave bern planted together in the Likeneſs 
of his Death, 3 this, that our on 
Man is dead, &c. Rom. vi. 5, 6. 
18. By this Likeneſs or Conformity of 


the Rigour of the Law, and ſo muſt Chriſ- 

tians deftroy their Sins, and mortify them- 
ſelves, that they may obſerve hereaftet 
the Righteonſneſs of the Goſpel. Chriſt, 
— that terrible Storm that made him 


Lale xxiil. 46. Heb. v. 7. did ſuffer ſuch 
| a heavy 


and conſumed by one Fire; fo un- 


Sufferings Chriſt is dead once to ſatisfy 


weep and cry aloud, Matt. xxvii. 46, 50. 
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a heavy Puniſhment as might ſatisfy God's 
Juftice ; and his myſtical Body muſt eve- 
ry Day both undertake and ſuffer ſuch 
fatherly Corrections as may overmaſter 
their own Sins. In a Word, the holy Sa- 
viour was willing to be crucified, becauſe 
this diſmal Execution was indiſpenſably 
neceſſary to turn away the Wrath to 
come; and his true Members muft be 
willing to crucify themſelves with him, be- 
cauſe this Diſcipline is as indiſſ ly ne. 
ceflary to deſtroy in them, þ 8 
that in ward Corruption which would bring 
back again this Wrath. | 5% 
19. O Father of Mercies, Theſeech 
thee, both by the Merits of thy Son, 
who now intercedes in Heaven, and 
by that bloody Sacrifice which he hath 
offered on the Croſs, (whereof thou ſeeft 
the Sacrament upon this Table) this 
Day be pleaſed to receive me into the 
Communion of hisSuffer ings,and hereaf- 
ter into the Communion of his Glory. Caſt 
not away from thee in Difpleaſure the 
Elevation of theſe Hands, which I will 
faſten to his Croſs, fo far as they may 

| | not 
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not offend, and which I do now ftretch Þ © 
before thee with a true Defire that Dd 
hereafter they may ſerve thee ; neither || L 
deſpiſe the Sacrifice of a poor Soul, © 
which alſo his Croſs hath wounded w1 th | ff 

the Senſe. of her Miſery ; and by this b. 
Wound lays it open, both to pour out . 
ber own Prayers, and to gaſp after h 
thy Mercies. O God and Father, be- a 
ftow-'on me ſuch a Meaſure of that | © 
Spirit, through which thy Son offered 1 
himſelf +, as may ſanctiſy for ever © 
the Body and Soul which now J offer, Þ * 
and may likewiſe help me to perform the 
Service which I do promiſe : A Spirit | © 
4 

( 


e Contrition, that I may ſufficiently 
deteſt thoſe Sins which Fg deliver 
God to Death; then a Spirit of Hoh. 
neſs, that I may never % tempted to 
them any more than a crucified Man 
can be tempted. O let this crucified 
Body, © which I preſent to thee for 
E never be untied from his Crofs, 


+ Heb. ix, 14. 
either 


ſtroy them alſo in me. So, my 
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Nl either to fall to thoſe Violences that 


have pierced my Saviour's Hands, or 
to fly up to thoſe Vanities that have 
crowned his Head with Thorns ; or to 


follow unjuſt Pleaſures that have filled 


his dear Soul with Grief, that have 


filled bis Entrails with Gall. Arm and 


Rod of the Lord, who in thine Anger 
didft revenge all theſe Sins upon my 
Saviour, in thy Mercy correct and de- 
God, Ace 
cept of a Heart that ſheds now before 
thee it's Tears, as a poor Victim does + 
its Blood; and that raiſes up untothee 
all its Defires, its Thoughts, its Zeal, 
as a Burnt-Offering doth its Flames. 
Finally, fince my Sacrifice can be nei- 
ther holy, nor accepted, being alone, 
accept of it, O Father, as it is an Ob- 
lation ſupported by that Sacrifice, 
which alone is able to pleaſe thee, Re- 
ceive it clothed with the Righteouſneſs 
of thy Son, and made acceptable with 
that holy Perfume that riſes from A 

w FN 51. 
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bis Altar: And grant that he who 


and may enjoy bereafter with * 
Jame _ Our Father, which I 


Section VIII. 
Concerning the Oblation of our Goods and 
5 Ans, or the Sacrifice of Fuſtice. 


reſs and often repeated 

| Moſes, and no 
x-by Cie, that 3 
ſhipper ume to appear re 
him with empty Hands. Sincere Chriſti- 
ans muſt have them full a the receiving 
of the holy Communion, with four di- 
'  ſtin& ſorts of Sacrifices. . 1. The ſacra- 
mental and commemorative Sacrifice of 
= Chrift. 2. The real and afwal Sacrifice 
= of themſelves. 3. The Free-will-Offering 
= of their Goods. 4. a 65-4 
4 2. The 


IT an 
Law of 


1 


— 


zen, and they who are by bim ¶ fee 
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who 2. The fiſt, as repreſenting the Sacri- 
him || ice offered on the Croſs, is the Ground of | 
zom. the three others, eſpecially of the ſecond, 
the which muſt no more be from it, 
than Parts are from the Whole, or the 
art I Body from its Head. Theſe two are ſo. 

ces coupled together, that St. Ege, 
more than once, by the Body of Cheitt | 
— lia the boly Communion, underftands 
Ichriſt's myſtical Body, which is the 
Church. And St. ag er es expreſly, 4 
d united together in up (that 
being repreſented by: the Wine, this re- | 
prefented by the Water ;) fo that Chriſt is 
— there without his People, nor the 
eople without their Saviour. 
3. The Third and Fourth, Wich 0 
the Fern of our 8 3 

raiſes, are Appendages following 
97 — raid 0 
own ſelves, by as natural a Confequence 
a the Fruits and Leaves follow the Tree, 
and ag what we have, or what we can, 
muſt needs come after what we are. All 


* Ge. gud Fal & B. Abby. „ mh, 
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the World know how that blemiſhed and i W 
lame Sacrifices were abominable under. the {| fac 
Law; and certainly Bodies without Heads, e. 
Souls without their Faculties, and Perſons || fel 
without their proper Duties, are not bet- | We 
ter under the Goſpel. Such mutilated Sa- ga 
crifices cannot ſuit with that of Chriſt, I the 
which was perfectly whole and entire, || fur 
Therefore, as when we once offer our ſuc 
ſelves to God, our Souls and Bodies be- Tit 
come attending Sacrifices on the Sacrifice | _ 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo muſt by the ſame E- Wi 
quity all our Goods and Services by way ee 
of ſecondary Oblations attend the Sacri- he 
fice of our Perſons. And as the Lamb in ¶ Sac 
the daily Sacrifice was never offered N offe 
without its Meat-Oblation, nor this Meat- Natte 
Oblation without its Incenſe, its Wine, Ithe 
its Oil; fo the eternal Son and Lamb of Ilt is 
God, who was pleaſed to offer himſelf for Ito n 
me, muſt neither be offered without me; Sacr 
nor whenſoever I offer up myſelf, both 
by him and with. him, muſt I appear as 
a dry and unſavoury Meat-Offering, with- 
out. Juice, without ſweet Smell, without 
all the holy Diſpoſitions of Readineſs and 
Joy to obey and pleaſe my God in all 
good Works, whereof the Incenſe, the 
. | Wine, 
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ind Wine, and the Oil, were under the Lax 


the | facred Emblems. In a Word, whenſo- 
1d; ever we offer ourſelves, we offer by the % 
ons ſelf- ſame Act all that we have, all that 
\et. | we can; and fo conſequently we do en- 
Sa. || gage for all, that it ſhall be dedicated to - 
iſt, | the Glory of God and that it ſhall be 
ire, || ſurrendred into his Hands, employed to 
our | ſuch Uſes, upon ſuch Occaſions and 


be- Times, as he will be pleaſed to appoint. f 


fice 4. Hear then, my Son, (as ſays the 


. Wik Man) look to thy Feet, when tbou en- 3 | 


way tereſt into the Houſe of God, leſt thou offer 
.cri- the Sacrifice of Fools, Eccl.'v. 6. It is tage 
3 in || Sacrifice as well as the Part of a Fool to 
red I offer the Perſon without the Goods that 

eat- Nattend it, as it were the Bones without 
ine, the Sinews and the Fleſh: that cover them. 
b of Ilt is the ſame Act of an 1mpious Wretch 
for Ito mangle and to mutilate either the holy 
me; Sacrifice, which Jeſus hath made to his 
zoth Father, or the holy Sacrament, which he 
ir as Ihath ordained to his Church, or that holy 


ith- NOblation which after his Sacrifice, and at 
tout his Sacrament, he is pleaſed to require of 
and Ius. And after we have preſenta? it, it is 
all In Act not only of great 1 ; but of 
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to withdraw, without Leave, any Part of 
that Whole which we have devoted to 
God's Service. 
gh. It behoves not Iſrael alone to go 
forth out of Egypt with all their Children 
and Cattle and Goods, to offer them unto 
the Lord, that he may take either all, or 
ſuch a part as he will be pleaſed to chooſe, 
Exod. x. 25, 26. All the Gentiles were 
likewiſe to go and give themſelves up to 
God'sService with their Gold, their Silver, 
their Dromedariesand their Chariots, load- 
en with their chiefeſt Subſtance: The E- 
| Spbtians, with all their Wealth; Tyre and Si- 
don, with their Merchandiſe, Eat XX111. 18. 
and lx. 6, 7, 9. The Wiſe- men, with their 
F rankiricenſe, their Myrrh and their Gold : 
And ſo every Sinner, at his Converſion to 
God, was to conſecrate all to Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to the Service of his Church. From 
that very Moment, that by any real Act of 
— Pr of F aith, of R wy ces or of 
Vow,we have given up ourſelves to Chriſt, 


who hath likewiſe given himſelf for us, 


as by Virtue of this mutual Communion, 
all what he poſſeſſes becomes ours, name- 
ly, his Grace, his Immortality, his Glory ; 
_ * he beſtows 1 it _ us, — 
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| to to the Times and Degrees which he ſees 
beſt for our Salvation; by the ſame conſe- 
quence, all whatſoever we have, doth be- 
Iren | come his, ſo that he may take it after in 
into me Proportion and Seaſon ſoever he ſhall 
| or ſee beſt for his Glory. The two Aſſes which 
ofe, he ſent for by his Diſciples, that he might 
vere ride on them to Feruſalem, and the Cham 
p to] ber which he commanded to be ready, 
ver, that he might eat the Paſſover in it, were 
ad. not fo abſolutely his, as are our Lives, our 
e E. || Goods, Fc. whenſoever the Lord hath need 
4 Si. them, Mat. xxi. 2, 3. Luke xxi. 1 1. Thoſe 
18. Things were his only by the Right of 
their Propriety, which, as to a Sovereign Lord 
old: and God, is naturally reſerved upon any 
on to Thing which he creates or ſaves; but thels 
brit, are his befides, becauſe we with ourſelves 
From] have given them. When he calls for the 
& of former, to deny them were I njuſtice, but 
or of Ito deny theſe latter were a viſible Sacri- 
hriſt, lege: All what we are, what we can do, and 
Ir us, I Vhat we can give, even to the leaſt Veſſel 
in our Houſes, being involved and made 
— in this one Conſecration. In that Day 
there be upon the very Bridles of theHor- 4 
es Holineſs unto the Lord: And every Pot in 
eruſalem and Juda ſhall be holy unto the 
rd, Zech. xiv. 20, 21. F 2 6. This 
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6. This Conſecration whereby the Wor- 
ſhipper offers and reſigns up all himſelf, 
we.) all his-Concernments to God, if 1t be 
well done, and duly performed, is, firſt, as 
for our Souls and Bodies a Chriſtian Apo- 
theofis, if I may uſe this Word, which both 


makes them capable of the Sacrifice and 


Grace of Chriſt, and raiſes and prefers 
them to the very Nature, that is, the Con- 
dition of Holineſs and Immortality of 
God, Secondly, as to the conſecrated 


Things, it is a miraculous Privilege, which 


in theEnd infinitely multiplies every thing, 
which is thus parted with; it bleſſes the 
Uſe of it, although it be but preſented, as 
long as we can enjoy it, and finally exchan- 
ges it, when we can enjoy it no more, for 


ſuch advantageous Returns, as may be con- 


ceived to be, not ſuch as when Water was 
turned into Wine, or Dirt into Gold, but 


ſuch, as if we conceive a Glaſs of Water, 


turned into Streams of everlaſting Com- 
forts, the Duſt of 17ael into ſo many Stars 

of Heaven, ſmall Cottages of Clay into 
Royal Palaces, and vain declining Sha- 


dows into real and eternal Poſſeſſions: 
Thou haſt been faithful in a few Things, will 
make thee Ruler over many things, &c. Mat. 


*; 
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xxv.2 1. But if the Law of theſe Conſecrati- 


ons be not well 
to ſerve Aſhtaroth, after he hath dedicated 


himſelf to God; and if the Offerings of 
the People be employed to profane Uſes 
after they have touched God's Altar, then 
there are as many and as heavy Curſes to 


be look*d for, as on the other Side upon a 
better Uſe there are many and great Bleſ- 


ſings to be expected. So that upon all Con- 


ſiderations, both of Prudence and of Du- 


ty, firſt, we muſt give up all to God; next, 


after we have given, we muſt fly all, not 


only as two moſt odious Sins, but alſo as 


two moſt terrible Miſchiefs; the Sacrilege, 
in withdrawing, at any Time whenGod de- 
mands it, what hath been thus conſecrated 


to him, and the Profaneneſs in mis-ſpend- 


ng upon ſuperfluous or worſe Uſes, what 
of it he is pleas d to allow to our proper Ne- 


J ſeſſities, and other lawful Conveniencies. 


7. Now though Chriſt our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, by that everlaſting and ever- ſame 
Sacrifice of himſelf, offer himſelf virtual- 
ly upon all Occaſions, and we on our Side, 
alſo offer ourſelves, and what is ours, with 
him ſeveral other Ways, beſides that of the 
holy Communion; as at our Converſion, 

| £3 and 


performed; if Levi come 
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and firſt Act of Faith in him, Chriſt (ys 
St. Auſtin) * is ſacrificed for the Salvation of 
every Sinner, at the very Moment be repents 
and believes him to have been ſacrificed; and 
at our Baptiſm, For every one offers the 
Sacrifice of the Paſſion of the Lord, at that 
time, that he is conſecrated by the Faith of 
this Paſſion, and baptized a Chriſtian, ſaith 
the ſame Father; + and the Baptiſm of 
Cbriſt is the Blood of Chri#, ſaith another, 

1 Nevertheleſs, becauſe Chriſt offers him- 
ſelf for us at the holy Communion in a 
more ſolemn and publick ſacramental 
Way ; (thence it comes that the Memo. 
rial of the Sacrifice of Chriſt thereby cele- 
brated, takes commonly the Name of the 
Sacrifice itſelf, as St. Auſtin + explains it 
often) we are then obliged in a more ſpe- 
cial Manner, to renew all our Sacrifices, 
all the Vows of our Baptiſm, all the firſt 
Fruits of our Converſion, and all the par- 
ticular Promiſes which it may be we have 
made, either at our repenting of ſome Sin, 
or at our Deliverance from ſome eminent 


| * Aug. Evang. Queſt. I. 2. q. 33. + Auguſt, 
Expo. inchoat. ad Rom. || Chryſ. Hom. . Ha 
"i gut de Civ. c. 5. id. Ep. 23. ad Bonif. de 
Conſecr. Diſt. 2. hoc eſt. | | 
" Danger, 


bes comm 
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Danger, or at the Recovery out of ſome 
grievous Sickneſs, or at the receiving ſome 
other ſignal Mercy, whether for ourſelves, 
or for our Friends, I will go into thy Houſe 
with Burnt-Offerings, I will pay thee my 
Vows, which my Lips have uttered, and my 
Mouth hath ſpoken, when I was in Trouble, 
Pfal. Ixvii.,13, 14. Then and there at the 
Altar of God muſt we both diſcharge all 
the Vows which for ſome Hindrance or 


other we had not yet the Convenience to 


fulfil; and ſet afreſh from Communion to 
Communion, as they did the $hew-loaves 


from Sabbath to Sabbath, all thoſe other 


Performances, which by their Nature and 


sour Duty can never be fulfilled, but with 


the very End of our Days. 
8. So ſhall the new Vrael tread on the 
pious Steps of the Old, who ever from 
Time to Time re-iterated, either in A 
pab, or in Gilgal, &c. that Covenant which 
the Lord had made with him in Sinai. It 
is true, the Lord did not then again re- 
uy the Thunder that once made the 
ountains tremble z as in our Churches 


Ihe doth not re-iterate that very Paſſion, 


that made the Powers of Heaven mourn 
and ſhake ; Nevertheleſs, as Foſuah, Aſa, 
. F 4 1 


Jgſas, 1 
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Iglas, Fehoiadah, and other ſuch holy 
| Men, could from their Maſter aſſure the 
People, that the Covenant which they 
did renew; for Example, in Shechem, 
Joſ. xxiv. 25. 2 Chr. xv. 12. and xxiii. 16, 
was not leſs powerful, either to bleſs the 
Obſervers, or to deſtroy the Offenders 
thereof, than it was when Ms/es and the 
holy Angels publiſhed it at the firſt upon 
Sinai: So now the Miniſters of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, having in their Hands the 
Sacraments of the Goſpel, (true Seals and 
Tables of the new Law) may both produce 
and give them out as Evidences, that the 
Sacrifice of their Maſter is not leſs able 
to fave Mens Souls, when it is offered to 
Men, and facramentally offered again to 
God at the holy Communion, than when 
it was newly offered upon the Croſs. And 
this 1s the Reaſon, wherefore all faithful 
Chriſtians ought then as effectually to re- 
inforce all their Oblations, their Vows, 
their Contritions, and their Proteſtations, 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we de? And 
God forbid that I ſhould ever glory, but in 
the Croſs of my Saviour; as the 1ſraelite: 
did by proteſting upon the like Occaſions, 
We will obey the Lord our God, and ar 
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Lord is the God, the Lord is the God, 


1King. xviu. 39. both Iſraelites and Chriſ- 
tians ſeconding their Proteſtation of Obe- 
dience, and their Proſtrations of Body 
and Reſignation of their Minds, with ſe- 
condary Sacrifices z Thoſe of Bulls and 
Rams; Theſe of Aims and pious Works. 

. By this it is eaſy to ſee, that our ho- 
ly Fuchariftica Communions are much 
correſpondent to thoſe Feaſts, that did 
call the People of 1/rae! together, firſt, to 
appear and proſtrate themſelves before 
the Lord, with Sacrifices for their Sins ; 


and then to lay upon the Altar that other 


kind of Sacrifices which they uſed to call 
* Peace-Offerings, and. which were ordain- 
ed to expreſs both their Thankfulneſs to 
God, and their Charity to Men. And in 
this friendly Concurrence, both of Myſte- 
ries and of holy Duties that attend them, 


all Reſpects duly obſerved, Mo/es may ſtill 


with the ſame Power command both new 


and old 1/rael, Thou ſhalt keep the Feaſt un 


to the Lord thy God, with a Tribute of a 


Free-will-Offering of thine Hand, which 


thou ſhalt give unto the Lord thy God, ac- 


cording as the Lord thy Gad hath bleſſed © 


Dowy® Prace-Offerings, Dong „ ux api. 


F 5 thee: 
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thee : And thou ſhalt rejoice before the Lord 


thy God, thou and thy Son and thy Daugh- 
ter, the Levite, the Stranger, the Fatherleſs 


and the Widow. And ye ſhall not appear be- 
fore the Lord empty. Every Man ſhall give 
according to the Bleſſing of the Lord thy God 


which he hath given thee, Deut. xvi. 10, II. 
10. The firſt Chriſtians ever took it, 
and conſtantly practiſed it ſo. For when- 
ſoever they met at their Devotions, where- 
of the holy Communion was the moſt or- 
dinary and moſt eſſential Part, they did 
make the Uſe of all their Goods to be 
common among themſelves : And the Di- 
ſtribution of this bleſſed Sacrament was fo 


| conſtantly attended by the Diſtribution of 


their Offerings, that it is ſomewhat hard to 
diſcern which of the two the apoſtolical 
Hiſtory intends to ſignify by the Breaking 
of Bread, ſo often mentioned in the Acts. 


Some pious and learned Men have thought 


that this Largeneſs and Frequency of Of- 


ferings, which in the primitive Times was 
all the Stock they had for pious Uſes, made 


that Article which immediately follows 


| | ttat of the Church, that is, the Communion 
| or Communication of the Saints, But how- 
ever though this were not the Article of 


Faith 


essa cc... 


| and Sacrifice. 2 al 
rd | Faith there meant, yet it was an Act of 
h- | Piety ſo frequent and ſo eſſential in thoſe 


eſs Days, that St. Lnke would place it amongſt 
be- thoſe other ſacred Functions, that compre» 


ve hend the whole Duty and Service of the 


z0d Church. They continued Sedfatly in theDoc- 

II. trine of the ApoFles, and in the Communion, 
it, aud in breaking of Bread, and in Prayer, Acts 
en- i. 24. Thus were the primitive Chriſtians 
re- literally and punctually ſuch as holy David 
or- | had propheſied they ſhould be, a Feople 

did | that would come and offer themſelves, 

be with their Free-will- Offerings to Chriſt, in 
Di- | the Day of bis Power, and of that glorious: 

; ſo | Effufion of Graces, that like to a celeſtial 
1 of | Dew, would appear wonderful by a thick 
to and ſudden producing of Subjects and Sol- 

ical diers ready armed for his Service, P/, cx. 

king 11. For this CO it was that the Bi- 

is. || ſhops had in their Churches two Tables; 
ght | one of them was, tow v $voracteas 8, afar 

f. | Tiacuans, i. e. within that Space where the 

was || Miniſters did officiate at the Altar, and 
1ade where were Curtains purpoſely ſbut 8 
lows keep Non-communicants the Siggjt 
nion of, and Acceſs to the holy Myſteries. The 
1OW- other was where the People could freely 
le of | come to offer their Gifts, Part — 


- F 6 after- 
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afterwards was brought by the Deacons to | 


the Communion Table. Hither were 
brought the Free. will- Offerings of the Peo- 


ple, Bread, Wine, Oil, Wool, ſometimes *F 


= Cloth, Silver, and any Thing elſe, that 
might be uſeful to the Church, (till by ex- 
=_ ſs Canons of the Church, * thoſe Ob- 
ations in Kind were limited to ſuch Things 
only, as could be employed about the Sa- 
craments and Service of the Church) and 
all this was offered up to God by all Chriſ- 
tians by way of a daily Sacrifice. And when 
the Chriſtians had offered up to God their 
Goods, the Prieft who did receive them, 
T1 did ſolemnly pray to God, that he would 
be pleaſed 70 look on their Oblations, as he 
did once on them of Abel, of Noah, and of 
bo Abraham. Out of theſe Oblations the 
Elements of the holy Communion were 
taken forth and preſented at the other Ta- 


1 | ble, where r 


or Prieſt, and diſtributed by him to the 
People as from God, to aſſure them he 
had accepted of both their Perſons and 
Offerings, and that inſtead of the Bread and 
Wine, which they had offered upon his 
Altar, as either the Firſt-Fruits, or the 
Can. 37. Afric. el Bs 
Hs Repreſen- 
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Repreſentatives of all their Goods, he was 
pleaſed to return to them not ſimple Bread 
and ſimple Wine, but ſuch bleſſed Bread 


and Wine, as were both the ſacred Myſ- 
teries of the Body and Blood of his Son 


and an infallible Surety of all Things de- 
pending thereon. This is the Reaſon why, 
becauſe primitive Chriſtians never receiv- 
ed thoſe holy Myſteries, but after the 

had made their Offerings; and bs 
thoſe very Myſteries, which they receiv- 


ed, were commonly taken, as to the Mat- 


ter, from that Bread and Wine which 


they had before offered : The holy Fa- 


thers, (for Inſtance St. Ireneus) ho then | 


had no Occaſion to be ſo exact or cautious 


as to diſtinguiſh preciſely the Nature of 


two ſacred Offices which went conſtantly 4 


together, do not ſcruple to ſpeak of the | 
bleſſed Communion pronuſcuouſly as Sa- 
crament, or Sacrifice, 1 2 

12. Now to bring all this more home; 
the Law of ancient {#ae/, the Practice f 
the primitive Church, and the very E- 
quity of the Thing itſelf, do ſufficiently 4 
teſtify, that we ought not in theſe, more 


2 Iren, J. 4. c. 30. Et alibi paſſin, | 
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than in the former Apes, to appear before 
the Lord with empty Hands, that it is not 
more fit for Worſhippers now than it was 
then, to preſent their Perſons without 
their Goods, as it were Trees, without 
their Sap and Fruit ; and that theſe ſame 
Nations, which in the Prediction of Eſay, 
were at their firſt coming, to bring and 
conſecrate both themſelves and their Gold 
unto the Lord, muſt not be now leſs libe- 
ral, when by their Sacrifice they appear to 
renew the Vows of their former Conſe- 
cration ; as ſurely God is not upon the 
ſame Occaſions leſs merciful, when by his 
holy Sacrament he renews unto them the 
Covenant of his ſaving Grace, Therefore 
he that comes rich, is bound to appear 
before his Saviour with his Hands fall of 
= ſuch Free-will-Offerings, as he may take 
_ out of his Abundance, as did in- [/ae/ the 
= Husbandman out of a plentiful Harveſt, 
\ when the Lord Rad bleſſed his Field. He 
= that is leſs able, muſt offer out of what he 
dan either get by his Labour, or ſpare by 


his Parſimony, as the r Widow did, 
when ſhe offered her Mite. In a Word, 
every one, whether he be rich or poor, is 
to lay down at the Offerings of God, ac- 
1 cording 


| | 2 


ed dns. DD BY 7 » as. 


wn * 


a Sari _— 
cording as. the ſame God hath either 
bleſſed or ſpared him, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. -- 
13. The Quantity of theſe Oblations, 
whether extraordinary, as upon a Com- 
munion Day, -or more ordinary, as upon 
other daily ccafions, i is wholly left to the 
Diſcretion of the Chriſtian Worſhipper. 
And whereas God by his Law did deal 
with the Hraelites as Fathers do with 
Children, in an Age unfit to guide itſelf, 
preſcribi ngto them the Meaſure, theTime, 
and the Manner of every Thing, which 
they were either to do, or to give; our 


Saviour hath by the Goſpel freed all Chriſ- 


tians from this punctual Pedagogy, leaving 


Lg 


them, as Men, able to give an Account of 


themſelves, both to their own Judgment, 
and to the Direction of his Spirit. But if 
this different Way of the Goſpel diſchar- 


es Chriſtians now a- Days from the Sub- | 


ty and literally 


S 
on of doin 
es Þ Nek ches cient 1/rael were 


ry Thing w 


do 2 * certainly obliges them to 


do more as to the Matter, and to do it 
in a better Manner. And God forbid that 


this Honour and Liberty, which he vouch- © 


ſafes us above what he did to the Jews, 
ſhould be taken by us, either as a Per- 


miſſion, 
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miſſion, - or as an Occaſion of being worſe, 
Therefore God in former Times did give 
ſpecial Laws to his People for every Thing 

ey were to do in Point either of Piety, 
or Charity: for Example, they were to 


give the tenth Part of whatſoever they 


could gather out of their Fields, their Trees 
and their Flocks, beſides another tenth 
Part every third Year, that is, a thirtieth 
Part every Year; and whatever could grow 
of itſelf, during the Vacancy of every ſe- 
venth Year. They were bound moreover 


to many other charitable Ways of helping 


the Poor, as to lend them Money without 
taking either Uſe or Pawn; and to leave 


in their Fields and Vineyards ſo much of 
'their Corn and Fruits behind, as could re- 
compenſe the Labour and Diligence of 
many honeſt Neighbours, who at the End 


of the Year had no other Harveſt than 


this Gleaning. And although all this was 


Charity, yet it was among the People of 
Vrael called Fuſtice, becauſe it was com- 


manded by Law, and that they were o- 


bliged to pay theſe Alms as ſtrictly as an 
other Debt. Here then a downright Chriſ 
tian will do well to take Notice of what 


all theſe Charges may come to, and what 


3 Propor- 


0: ID OD 1 WY 


Week, that is, the Lrd's-Day, for the 


end Sacrifice. 127 
Proportion they will bear with the Eſtate 
and Revenue that God bleſſes him with, 
that ſo he may contribute towards Works 
of Piety and Charity, not only ſo much 
but more; and if not in the very ſame, 
yet in as good a Kind as the Jews did. Se 
that he may go beyond them in Charity, 
whom the Goſpel commands us to exceed } 
in all other Virtues, as we exceed them 
in Bleflings. . + 
14. The Time of theſe Oblations is not 
more limited than their Meaſure. At firſt 
St. Paul had appointed the firſt Day of the 


gathering of thoſe charitable Aſſiſtances, 
and, as he calls them, acceptable Sacriſices, 
1 Cor. xvi. 2. Phil. iv. 18. which were to 
be ſent to the poor Brethren of Feruſa- 
lem; becauſe even from that Time, that 
Day was in a more ſpecial Manner conſe- 
crated to the ſolemn Miniſtry of Prayers, 
of Preaching, and of Communion. Now, 


though the Danger of Profaneneſs, which 


then was leſs to be feared, hath in our 
Days made the Uſe of this Sacrament 
much leſs common than that of Preach- 4 
ing and Prayer; nevertheleſs, fince by Y 
theſe two holy Exerciſes, both God ſpeaks 
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Þ to us, and we to him, this ſhould be 


Warning enough not to preſume to a 


pear before him without a Gift. And that 
we may both bear up the more eaſily the 
Expences of this weekly Sacrifice, and dif- 
fuſe more univerſally the ſweet Savour 


thereof into all the Parts of our Life, it 


would be a Piece of holy Prudence, to 
take Care that every Day ſhould both bear 
ſome Part of the Burthen, and have ſome 
Share of the Holineſs : And that by a dai- 
ly attending to this Service, the Rich be 
ſtill induſtrious to defalk ſome larger Por- 
tions of his Abundance ; the Poor to ſteal 
fomething out of his Neceſſaries; and the 
middle conditioned Man to ſpare what he 
can out of all his Competence. But eſpe- 
cially when the good Providence lets fall 
into our Hand ſome conſiderable Advan- 
tages, then let him that will grow rich in 
God, look upon thoſe temporal Occaſi- 
ons as a propitious Time of Harveſt, 
whereof he muit be ſure to reſerve the 


Firſt Fruits to God ; and let him have a 


Place in his Houſe, like the Treaſury in 
the Temple, where he may daily caſt in 


= his Talent, or his Didrachm, or his Mite 


according as God daily bleſſes him, and 


whence 
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whence he muſt be ſure to take nothin > 43 
but for a ſpecial holy Uſe, as if he did q 


take-it from God's Altar, | | 
15. It is true indeed, that not only 


this, but alſo any Thing cle that we have 


at home, is already conſecrated, ſince Gd 
having given it to us, we have grven it 
back again unto God. For whenſoever we 


gave him up our own Perſons, all our 


Goods were involved in this general Con- 
ſecration, and thereby became ipſo facto 


holy Offerings unto the Lord. But as theſe 
holy Offerings under the Law were of two 


Sorts, ſome of which the Worſhipper and 
his Wife end Children might eat; ſome of 
which it was not lawful for any to eat, 
except the Prieſts only; my Meaning is, 
that the truly piousChriſtian ſhould gather 
Day by Day, and by little and little (both 
to make his Devotion leſs burthenſome, 
and by a continual Application to this 
Work, to ſanctify the whole Courſe of his 
Life the better) a Magazine of holy Things 
of this laſt kind, which may be only em- 
ployed to God and his Church's Service. 


16. But at the fame Inftant that the 
Chriſtian Worſhipper ſhall take the Mate- 


rials of his good Works out of this __ I 
| e 
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he muſt have a 
out of the good Treaſure of his Heart the 
Hire and the Frankincenſe, that is, the 
Zeal and the holy Thoughts that may im- 
prove and raiſe good moral Works to the 
being of Religious Sacriſices. And as with- 
= - out Doubt, at firſt, he had a Care not to 
= lay aſide theſe Firſt Fruits, in a Corner of 
his Houſe, either negligently or rudely, 
as ſome do throw their Alms into Beg- 
rs Hands, or as Judas did his thirty 
Pieces into the Temple ; ſo he muſt not 
forget himſelf ſo much as to take them 
thence and beſtow them on the Body or 
Members of Chriſt, that is; the Church 
and his Neighbour, but with ſuch pious 
Elevations and Applications of his Mind, 
as may become both that Majeſty which 
he adores, and the pious and holy Act 


at his Door, or in the Way, or in the Tem- 
ple, it matters not; for the Hour is long 
fince come, that Religious Acts or Wor- 
ſhippings are confined neither to this 
Mountain, nor to Feruſalem, John iv. 21. 
whereſoever God gives thee the Occaſion 
and Power to perform any holy Work, 

there he makes holy Ground for thee; on- 


great Care to draw withal 


that he intends. Let him do it, whether 


ly 
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ly this Work to be holy, and becoming a 


Worſhipper muſt by all Means be done 
in Spirit and in Truth. This Spirit will 
teach us, what Fleſh and Blood cannot 


do, both to perceive and conſider, not 


an Angel only, as the Patriarchs often 
did, but Chriſt himſelf, in the Condition 
of an afflicted Church, for Example, or 


of an honeſt diſtreſſed Friend; and then 


at ſuch Occaſions to lay our Liberalities, 
with that ſame Mind and Thought that a 
true Worſhipper would lay his O2lations 
upon the Altar, where he knows that 


IChriſt will moſt effectually both find it 


and accept of it. Once he received the _ 
Gold, the Myrrh and the Frankincenſe 
which the Wiſemen gave Fo/eph ; he did 


alſo receive the Goods which Suſanna and 
Jother Religious Women did put in the 


Hands of his Diſciples ; ſince that Time 
the Church and all her diſtreſſed Mem- 
bers have been inſtated by Chriſt himſelf 
moſt expreſly into the Place of theſe hap- 
py Perſons; and as if they had been for 
this Purpoſe created Chriſt's ſolemn Of- 
ficers and Angels, about the Time that 
he was to ſuffer and to leave his beloved 
Diſciples, he promiſed them both to ac- 
cept 
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cept and account as beſtowed on him- 
* ſelf, theſe ſmall Offerings, which for his 
Sake we ſhould depoſit in their Hands, 
Mat. xxv. 40, 45. | „ 
1. This ſame Spirit, and this actual 
Application, is the only Means that we 
can have to raiſe up good moral Works, 
and to make them true Heave-Offerings. 
Without this Elevation, what we give, 
may in itſelf be a good Deed, to us a 
= conſiderable Expence, and to other Men 
ſome Benefit; but to God it is no Sacri- 
fice, or it is ſuch a Sacrifice as ſends up no 
Savour above; but either, like the Obla- 
tion of Cain, falls all down to Aſhes and 
Duſt; or like the Alms of Phariſees, to 
ſuch a paltry Reward as we get perhaps 
from + oxy om x. Mat. wv e 
18. All theſe Conſiderations and pious 
Intentions of the Soul, which to the 2 
Hipper muſt be inſtead of the ſacerdotal 
Utenfils, and to the Oblation, inſtead of 
the Fire and Frankincenſe, are much re- 
vived and ftirred up by the circumſtantial 
Solemnity and Holineſs of the bleſſed 
. Communion. Look to the Adoration of 
the ancient Iſraelites, I was, &c. Deut. 
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I dare appear before the Lord with 


all my Sins and my Sorrows ; it is very 


Juſt alſo, that I. ſhould appear with theſe 
few Bleſſmgs which are mine; they are 
mine by thy Favour, and having re- 


ceived them of thy Hand, now do I 
offer them to thee. . Forgive, Ibeſeech 
thee, my Sins, deliver me from my Sor- 
rows, and accept of this ſmall Bleſſing. 

Accept of this my Sacrifice, as thou didſt 
of that of Abel, of Abraham, and of 
Noah; or rather hok in my Behalf on 
that only true Sacrifice, whereof here is 
the Sacrament; the Sacrifice of the 


only unſpotted. Lamb; the Sacrifice of 


thine own Son; of thine only begotten. 

Son; of thy Son proceeding from thee, 
to die for me, O let him again come 
from thee to me ; let him come now 
as the only begotten of the Father, 


wh oF Grace and of Truth, to bleſs 4 1 


* Amen, Amen. 


I Chron, xxix. 14. 


M o ba ” * * - 
* * 
v5 + ah 
5 © - 

. 


* N , * . . a *. 
5 2 þ - 2 
72 9 » . . -_ — 
— * 7 
— ; * 


Sx es 0 mr ROE: of well un- 
8 derſtanding the Nature of this 


" Sacrament, Page . 


* 
Ss 
—_— 


( 
2 
3 


Sx C T. & i _ Comerath 's the Sacrament, as it 
is a Memorial of the Sufferings and. Death 
oY Cbriſt. 5. 


PE er, III. Of the Bleſſed n as it 
Fands for a Sign of preſent Graces. 20. 


Sxc T. IV. Concerning the Commun” as 
it is not a Repreſentation only, but- a 
© Means of. Grace, Tow ; 38. 


Stor: V. Of the bleſſed Communion, a as 
. being a Pledge of. tie ee ane 
Clone to come. | 69. 


83 CT. VI. Of the holy Eutharif, as it ind 
© plies a Sacrifice. And firt ef the Com- 
* memorative Sacrifice. =. 74. 
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